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PREFACE 


en in a former work *, 
I addrefled thee, courteous Reader, in 
the character of an old antiquary, I 
now acquaint thee, that, like the ſire 
of Jaſon, I have been reſtored to my 
priſtine vigour. By what Medean 
charms, I will not here diſcover. 


Divers have been the opinions 
formed, and the ſentences pro- 
nounced, touching the ſublime ad- 
ventures of the great Duke of Lan- 
caſter, and of the no leſs great and 

en 2 voalorous 


* The Adventures of John of Gaunt, 
Duke of Lancaſter. | 


(iv } 
valorous Earl Strongbow ; the vo- 
lumes in which they are recorded 
treating of the achievements of an- 
cient chivalry, and of the memo- 
cable turns of fortune, and very mar- 
vellous occurrences, that were inci- 
dent to the knightly profeſſion. 
Furthermore they depict, and, as it 
were, introduce to the familiarity of 
the reader, many characters and 
callings, both ſpiritual and temporal, 
unknown to modern days, and which, 
in the perpetual viciſſitude of things, 
have been ſwept from the face of the 
round world, and conſigned to a 
deplorable oblivion. 


Divers, I fay, have been the opi- 
nions entertained and declared. con- 
eerning theſe my labours. The 

| . Milliners 


we 
Milliners and Mantua-makers, at the 
circulating libraries, were fain to 
inquire what was chivalry; what 
were knights, and ſquires, and min- 
ſtrels, and palfreys, and uſhers, and 
tournaments, and hauberks, and mo- 
rions, and lances, and the whole 
apparatus of chivalry ? In fine, they 
were diſſatisfied, ſaying, ** they did 
not underſtand them there fort of 
things, and had rather have ſome- 
what elſe, that /howed life.” More- 
over, they complained, that the 
very language of my chronicles was 
as old-faſhioned as the affairs which 
I recorded ; being deſtitute of the 
familiar flow, and the modiſh phra- 
ſeology, of thoſe delicate hiſtories in 
a ſeries of letters, which heretofore 
A 3 they 


Br 
| they had been in the habit of pe- 
ruſing “x. 


The Boarding- ſchools, where young 
ladies are genteelly educated, were not 
perfectly decided in their opinion. 
The damſels of the head claſſes, who 
had clandeſtinely procured my chro- 
nicles at the libraries, and read them 
very carefully in bed, complained 
bitterly, that, inftead of being 
. founded 


* As for example: “ But, deareſt Har- 
riet, what ſhall 1 do ?—Sir William's 
coming—bewitching creature ! They ſay he 
has ruined nine women already—but J like 
him the better for that—Ah | heavens !— 
Love, you know, 1s tyrannical—T he girl 
has not brought my ſtays home yet—Ah ! 
heavens !—my little heart flutters—But 1 
hear the chariot—agicu ! Pity your poor 
Letitia.“ 


EE 
founded on ſome delicious love. in- 
trigue, branching out into various 
diſaſters, and divinely wheeling round 
to a wedding at the concluſion, the 
volumes which I indited, dealt but 
flenderly in love, whilſt the heroes 
thereof were not half wicked enough, 
fo they were not, They obſerved 
alſo, that thoſe ſame knights gave 
one another ſuch hideous knocks, 
lud a mercy ! fuch knocks ! } in their 
tilts and their tournaments, that it 
atually made one's fleſh creep but to 
read of them. On the other hand, 
indeed, they confeſſed, that the de- 
ſcriptions of the young ladies, in 
thoſe chronicles of chivalry, were, 
ſome of them, monſtrous pretty, and 
that the ſpeeches they made to their 
lovers, and their lovers to them, 
a 4 were 


r | 
were vaſtly raviſhing, pon their lives 
and honour. The Boardin g-ſchools, 
therefore, were neither for me, nor 
_ againſt me; but maintained a proud 
neutrality. 


With reſpect to other ſeminaries 
of learning in this kingdom, the 
youthful at the Univerſities have 
been pleaſed to commend the adven- 
ture of the Black Prince and his 
brethren, in the foreſt where they 
were captured by Raymond of the 
buſhy beard*, and have unanimouſly 
pronounced it to be no bad lounge. 
The lads of Weſtminſter and Eton 
thought it 2 deviliſh good rou. I 
truſt, therefore, that theſe generous 
| youths will continue to take my 


part, 


* Vide John of Gaunt, Vol, I. 
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part, and not ſee me browbeaten by 
the Milliners and Boarding-ſchools. 


I come now to perſons of quality. 
The Counteſſes and Viſcounteſſes, 
and other matrons of diſtinction, 
with their celeſtial daughters and 
nieces, were of opinion, that theſe 
Gothic chronicles were amuſing 
enough, while one's hair was dreſſ- 
ing; and, as their Ladyſhips were 
not unacquainted with the works of 
Arioſto, and other renowned Roman- 
Zatori, the cuſtoms and manners of 
chivalry were familiar to them. In 
fine, they agreed, that ſuch volumes 
were not amiſs of a wet Sunday, or 
in the week before Eaſter. 


As to the Nobles, Knights, and 
Gentry of the realm, who were like- 
3 | wiſe 


[ = ] 


wiſe not unknowing in the ways of 
ancient chivalry, they found that 


they could reliſh my productions, 


and conſidered them as no indifferent 


repreſentations of thoſe ſcenes which, 
in ages paſt, were acted 1n the caſtles 
of their progenitors. 


The Biſhops, and other well-diſ- 


poſed Clergy, were of opinion, that 


my romances had a tendency to pro- 
mote good morals. But all the 
buck Parſons were againſt me. 


I know not what reception my 
faid chronicles may have experienced 


at the modern Hotel de Rambouillet*, 


| IE where 


* In the reign of Louis the Fourteenth, 


the houſe of the Marchionefs de Ram- 
bouillet, 


A 
where there is a rare aſſemblage (as 
I underſtand) of the learned and 
poetical, and likewiſe of ſundry 
perſons of honour and quality, ſome 
of whom are reported to be gothically 
given, and to have dabbled in ro- 
mance themſelves. | 


Now ſhouldſt thou, courteous 
Reader, be inclined to marvel at be- 
holding my name in the title-page, 
with a retinue of my works, be it 
known to thee, that it is placed there 
as a protection to my property. For 
I have been a ſufferer, by venturing 
into public anonymouſlly ; my labours 

being 
bouillet, a woman of wit and learning, was 
the rendezvous of all the Iiterati of Paris, 


and perſons of the firſt diſtinction were ſo- 
licitous to be admitted amongſt them. 


Ri J 


being thereby attributed to perſons 
who verily had no hand therein. 
Witneſs the fimile of the Moon, 
which, for ſeveral years paſt, hath 
been aſcribed to divers witty ſena- 
tors, and perſons: of great faſhion, 
who enjoyed the credit thereof to 
ſiuch an alarming degree, that I found 
no little difficulty in making good 
my pretenſions to it. For I, being no 
ſenator, nor perſon of great faſhion, 
was ſuppoſed to be in no wiſe the 
author of ſuch a thing; and very 
many Ducheſles, and other elevated 
people, could ill bear to take back, 
from their favourites in the Houſe of 
Commons, that applauſe which they | 
had been for a long time in the 
7 IN habit 


.* | * Printed at the end of the Poem on 
Conway Caſtle. 


1 1 
habit of beſtowing on them. Where- 
upon I determined that, thenceforth 
and for ever, I would put my name 
upon my works, as I would upon 
my portmanteau. | 


And I' do hereby warn all witty 
ſenators, and perſons of quality, to 
beware, in future, how they meddle 
with what doth not belong to them; 
being firmly reſolved to make ſeizure 
of my property, whereſoever, and on 
-whomſoever I ſhall find it; and this, 
in ſpite of all the Ducheſſes under 
the ſun, be they ever ſo amiable and 
beautiful. And I likewiſe beſeech 
theſe high - born and illuſtrious ladies 
to be cautious how they father ſtray 
wit upon their acquaintances, to the 
injury of the real parent. 


And 


[ xiv 1 
Ad here, Reader, if thou ſhouldſt 
with to learn why I have choſen ra- 
ther to pourtray the manners and the 
characters of ages paſt, in preference 
to thoſe of the moderns ; be it known 
to thee, that I conſider the taſk of 
delineating the follies of the preſent 
times, as already in better hands; 
to wit, in the hands of that queen 
of noveliſts, the incomparable au- 
thoteſs of Cecilia. I leave, there- 
fore, to that humorous. maiden the 
ſupremacy in what are in general 
termed novels ; reſolving to explore 
the remote doings of antiquity, to 
ſhow hfe, as life was, in thoſe heroic 
- days, and evince that our forefathers 
were as fooliſh as we are ourſelves. 
To this end have I addicted myſelf 
to Gothic romances ; adhering (at 
; leaſt 


[ xv 1 
leaſt; 1 believe ſo) right cloſely to the 


manners and cuſtoms of early times, 


when chivalry and the feudal ſyſtem 
prevailed throughout all Europe. To 


ſpeak in the language of painters, 


the coſtumi have been preſerved.” 


Finally, courteous Reader, let me 
muſter and review. my ſtrength, that 
I may ſee how I ſtand in the eſtima- 
tion of the community. 


The Milliners and Mantua-makers 
are, to a girl, againſt me.—The 
Boarding-ſchools are not hearty, in 


my cauſe.—The 4uck Parſons deteſt 
me mortally. 


On the other hand (and fortunate 
is it for me), the Counteſſes and Viſ- 
counteſſes, 
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cdunteſſes, their celeſtial daughters 
and nieces, have been graciouſly 
pleaſed to think favourably of my la- 
bours: for which inftance of their 
' benignity J here make due acknow- 
ledgment. The Nobles, Knights, 
and Gentry of the realm, together 
with a few Merchants who are given 
to the love of literature, ſeem like- 
"wiſe to be of opinion that my chro- 
nicles have merit. The Prelates, 
and other well-diſpoſed Clergy, ſpeak 
well of me. The Students at the 
Univerſities deſpiſe me not; and, to 
crown my proſperity, the Lads of 
Weſtminſter and Eton are deter- 
mined to ſtand by me, Vicloria / 
| huzza! huzza ! 5 


ADVENTURES 


or | 
KING RICH 42RD 
0. OE CU R - 5 42 2 I 0 N. 


0 


e 
1 . 


4 


- 
A . 
* © 2 
* - 
we, * _— F © 
a g a 
— 


CHAP. 


Tu HE Sun had illuminated the 
eaſtern horizon, when Richard King 
of England, renowned in hiſtory by 
the ſurname of Cæur- de- Lion, departed 
from that fortreſs in which he had 
been held captive by the unknightly 
Duke of Auſtria. Light was the heart 
of the hero, once more reſtored to li- 
berty. He beſtrode his favourite and 
i; Vor. I. B famous 


15 FR: 
famous ſteed Arlino, and accoſted him 
in theſe expreſſions: Companion of 
my triumphs, of my travels, of my cap- 

tivity, collect all thy ſwiftneſs, and bear 
away thy maſter from this hated prin- 
cipality Fly! fly, my courſer, from 
this region of oppreſſion ! We traverſe 
not now the plains of Paleſtine, where 
victory and glory were our portion.— 
Fly! fly, my courſer, and bear thy im- 
patient lord to the dominions of his 
fore fathers !”—Arlino underſtood the 
exhortation of his royal rider, and, ere 


day, had conveyed him beyond the fron- 
tiers of Auſtria, 


The minſtrel Fitzherbert accompa- 
nied the King. From him had the 
_ Engliſh nation firſt learnt the fate of 
their long-loſt, and long-lamented ſo- 
vereign. Wandering through Europe 
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night intruded on the empire of the 


I-48 4 
in the exerciſe of his art, he at length 
entered the territories of the perfidious 
Duke of Auſtria. In what manner he 
became known to the impriſoned King 
of England, hath been copiouſly re- 
corded in the chronicles of this realm. 


No ſooner had they quitted the Au- | 
ſtrian borders, than the minſtrel thus 
addreſſed the royal hero: Be not of- 
fended, magnanimous and valiant prince, 
at the advice of the faithful Fitzherbert. 
The fame of your high exploits hath 
filled the earth: you are become the 
envy of its potentates. Should the 
Princes of thoſe provinces through 
which we are to paſs, become ac- 
quainted with your quality ; avarice, or 
ſome other unworthy motive, may, 
peradventure, induce them to detain 
your perſon, and a ſecond captivity will 
attend the heroic Richard. - Conceal 

B 2 there- 


BY Li) 
| therefore, intrepid Czur-de-Lion, your 
kingly dignity ; eraſe from your target 
the armorial enſigns of the houſe of 
Plantagenet; aſſume the condition of a 
warriour leſs illuſtrious. So ſhall you 
. eſcape thoſe ſnares, againſt which your 
valour, your exalted valour, were an in- 
ſufficient guard, and at length regain 
the happy ſhores of England, to reign 
over an affectionate and unconquerable 


people.“ 


Fitzherbert ended, and the Monarch 
thus replied :— Minſtrel, thy words 
are wiſe. A tedious and ignominious 
impriſonment hath taught me, that 
prudence and circumſpection are as ne- 
ceſſary as valour to the ſons of chivalry.” 
| | He ſaid, and having drawn forth a dag- 
2 ger from his baldrick, obliterated from 
his target the device of the Plan- 
ES” tagenets. | | | thi | 
FV And 


* 
L 
1 
wy 
U 
* 
11 N 
1 
* 
% 
8 
SY 
8 
21 
WW 
U 
5 
% 
7 
1 
5 
4 


2 

And now the ears of King Richard and 
the minſtrel, who had entered a prodi- 
gious and horrid foreſt, were aſſailed by 
the creaking of wheels, and ever and 
anon by the cracking of huge whips; 
ſounds with which the deſert re-echoed. 

At length they eſpied a black waggon, 
which was drawn by fix ſable horſes, 
and driven by two perſons in lugubrious 
apparel. In the waggon, upon a cuſhion 
of black ſerge that was ſtuffed with black 
horſe-hair, fate a ſober-looking lady, 
neither young nor old. She was clad in 
a robe of black velvet ; on her head ſhe 
wore a coif of black ſatin, which was 


tied beneath her chin, In her hand 


was a plece of black gauze, which ſhe 
was dotting with black ſilk, by way of 


| paſtime. She likewiſe blew her noſe 


with a black handkerchief. At one ſide 
of her lay a black cat, and on the other 
B 3 a black 


DD 
a black dog. In fine, her accompa- 
niments were all very black. 


By the waggon rode a venerable uſher, 
whoſe garments correſſ ponded with the 
equipage of his lady. As ſoon as the 
Royal Knight was in view, this uſher ad- 
vanced towards him, and, having come 


ſufficiently near, with a ſolemn and re- 


ſpectful air accoſted him in theſe words: 
—© You would doubtleſs know, Sir 
Knight, who yonder lady is, that rides 
in the black waggon, and wherefore, 
thus diſmally attired and attended, ſhe 
journeys through loneſome foreſts, not- 
withſtanding the many perils with which 
ſuch places are infeſted, Be it known 
then, gallant warriour (for ſuch you 
ſeem to be), that that perſonage is the 
Lady Urſulina, the uncomfortable relict 
of the valorous Sir Lodowick, a worthier 
knight than whom the high heavens 

| Sf never 
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never created. He periſhed in -Paleſ- 


tine, fighting againſt the Infidels, 


« No ſooner was it certified that Sir 
Lodowick was no more, than a certain 
knight, Sir Leopold, who inherits an 
ancient caſtle upon the banks of the Da- 


nube, came haſtily to the manſion of 


the Lady Urſulina (whoſe uſher I am), 
and proclaimed himſelf her adorer, ac- 
cording to the moſt approved forms laid 
down by the rules of chivalry: for my 


lady hath ample tenements. Now ſhe, 


in whoſe heart the image of her de- 
ceaſed lord was engraven, as if upon 
braſs, had determined to devote the re- 


ſidue of her days to lamentation for the 
memory of Sir Lodowick, to daily, nay 


hourly oriſons, for the repoſe of his de- 
parted ſpirit, 


B4 4 But 
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IS. Bur the ſtrenuous Sir Leopold wat 
hear of no denial. He beſieged the eyes 
of my lady with various 2 and gay habili- 
ments, and her ears with muſic and 
poeſy. She, blind to his decorations, 
and deaf to his minſtrelſy, immured 
herſelf [continually in the chambers of 
her caſtle, pondering on the virtues of 
him whom ſhe had loſt, and diſdaining 
every effort of her indefatigable ſuitor. 
At length ſhe bade him be gone. But 
he, obſtinate and craſty, and ſuſpecting 
that his ill ſucceſs was the reſult of miſa 
taken meaſures, corrupted one-of her 
damſels, wha thereupon revealed to him 
a ſecret concerning my lady, which 
went near to undermine her reſolution of { 
© _ perpetual widowhood.. | 25 ; 
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" Kow then,” continued the a 
« that the Lady Urſulina, who hath 
in a manner vowed that ſh&will never 
change that ſorrowful attire, (ſave only 
for a certain veſtment of black and white 
ſtripes, the cuſtomary garb of thoſe who 
reſpectably perſiſt in widowhood) hath 
nevertheleſs an extreme liking to wear 
magnificent apparel. Feebly, alas! very 
feebly, can ſhe combat with this pro- 
penſity; eſpecially if the apparel have 
been choſen with due taſte, and accord 
well with the modes now in uſe amongſt 
the courtly. There is oftentimes, I 
fear, a ſecret ſtruggle within her breaſt, 
betwixt the wiſe deſire of adhering to 
ſober weeds, and her innate affection for 
finery.“ 


Here 


899 
and — 44 
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Here the waggon of the Lady Urſulina 


was delayed, by reaſon of ſome difficulty © 


in the road. Her uſher therefore thus 
continued his diſcourſe :—< This cir- 


cumſtance being ungratefully and diſ- 


loyally betrayed, the guileful Sir Leo- 
pold departed from the caſtle, and tra- 
velled far and wide, in queſt of what- 
ſoever was deemed beautiful and coſtly 
for the ornament of womankind. He 
repaired, artful man, to Genoa, to Pa- 
dua, and other Italian cities, renowned 
for manufactories of ſilk and velvet, 
and there likewiſe procured many gor- 
geous and rare articles from Barbary and 
the Indies. This effected, he returned, 
with freſh hope and alacrity, to the 
caftle of the Lady Urſulina. | 


No ſooner had he arrived, than he 
perfidiouſly ſent her a preſent of violet- 
coloured velvet, having ſilver ſprigs on 


it 


— — 


C21 
it in a new and pleaſing manner. My 
lady (ſuch is. the unſteadineſs of human 
nature) beheld it with àa mixture of 
wrath and ſatisfaction. She chid me 
ſeverely, for ſuffering it to be brought 
in: nevertheleſs, ſhe cauſed the velvet 
to be unrolled, and bade her damſels 
apply one corner of it to her ſhoulder, FS NM 
and ſuffer the reſt to flow down, while 
ſhe looked upon it ſideways, to obſerve 
how it became her. But ere long her 
wrath re-kindled: ſhe flung the velvet | 
from her diſdainfully. « Take back, 4 
ſaid my lady, addreſſing herſelf to me, | 
this traſh to him that ſent it.. So ſay- 
ing, ſhe fate down, and leaned upon 
her elbow, and, having placed her left 
leg upon her right knee, dangled it in - 
a manner that denoted much diſcomfort. 
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« | gathered up the velvet, and was 
about to take it thence, when the Lady 
Uriulina 
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Urſulina bade me not be in ſuch a 
hurry. Let me look at that velvet,“ 
faid ſhe. I unrolled it once more in 
her preſence :—ſhe admired the ſprigs 
afreſh, and, as far as I could diſcern, 
ſet her heart upon them hugely. * The 
traitor, cried my lady, © hath an inten- 
tion to undo me.. And here ſhe ſhed a 
tear. But I will be firm,* continued 
the Lady Urſulina ; * the relict of Sir Lo- 
dowick ſhall prove a model to her ſex; 
not a victim ro the wiles of an inſidious 
perſecutor, who would fain allure her to 
the altar a ſecond time, to the diſparage- 
ment of her fame, and the deſtruction 
of her revenues.“ So faying, ſhe took 
the velvet by the corner, and, having 
thrown it to me peeviſhly, commanded 
me to bear it from her ſight for ever. 


AY gathered up the offering of Sir 
Leopold once more, and ſqueezing it 
: 5 Ander 


5, 
under my arm, was preparing once more 
to depart, when I perceived the leg of 
my lady. ſtill in motion; whereby I di- 
vined, that ſhe was inwardly unwilling 
to ſend away the violet-coloured velver. 
She likewiſe - frowned conſiderably. 
Whereupon I lingered at the door. At 
length, aware of the conflict which was 
likely to ariſe a ſecond time in the bo- 
ſom of the Lady Urſulina, and ſolicitous 
for the fame and welfare of my widowed 
miſtreſs, I deemed it a wiſe thing to 
ſteal quietly from her preſence ; - which 
done, I diſpatched a meſſenger with the 
velvet to Sir Leopold. He, in no wife 
diſheartened with the rigour of her he 
wooed, ſoon after made another aſſault ; 
which determined the Lady Urſuline to 
quit her fair domains, and adopt the 
reſolution which in due order I will re- 
late to you. | 


x Fre 
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Exe three days, then, had elapſed 
from the returning of his firſt preſent, 
Sir Leopold attempted her with a ſecond, 
more alarming in its nature, and more 
important in its conſequences. The 
faithleſs damſel, who, as I have already 
obſerved, had betrayed the ruling foible 
of my lady, had likewiſe ſupplied Sir 
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i Leopold with the dimenſions of her miſ- . 
\ treſs, and that ſo very accurately, that . 


he thereby procured a coſtly garment to 
be made, which fitted her, alas ! but too 
a neatly. It conſiſted, I well remember, 
8 i | of a body of pink ſattin, with a murray- 
| coloured train of the richeſt filk of 
= 6 Padua, together with a white petticoat 

il of fatin fringed with gold, in the 
centre whereof was the coat of arms of 
the Lady Urſuline, embroidered in gold 
and filver. The train alſo was ſpotted 
with golden ſtars, which ſeemed as it 
were 
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were to twinkle, ſo admirably were they 
executed. | | 


rc This ſevere, this inhuman affaulr 
upon my lady, was conducted in the 
manner following. The wicked dam- 
ſel, by whoſe perfidy her foible had been 
diſcovered, and her meaſure taken, con- 
veyed this ſeducing and inauſpicious 
garment, at dead of night, into the 
chamber ef the Lady Urſuline, who had 
already yielded her ſenſes to the do- 
minion of ſleep. The : arch-traitreſs 
fpread it out upon an elbow-chair, 
which was placed near the bed-ſide, in 
ſuch a poſition, that when my lady ſhould 
draw open her curtains in the morning, 
this offering from Sir Leopold might 
prove the firſt object to ſalute her eyes. 


« No ſooner, therefore, had the fad 
relict of Sir Lodowick put aſide her 
| curtains 


© 
+ + 4 
t 
* 
* 4 
* 
| 


is 7 a * 
1 = * * 
3 % 
3 ws 1 
4 * - j 
-. 
* * = 
of a 
” A 8 
, i 4 
. * 
> > © 


no iluſion.“ 
ſhe ſtarted from her bed, and ſeized the 
ſatin body with the ſame eargerneſs and 


curtains. with: 93 7 than he & 
beheld, with a mixtie of aſtoniſhment * 
and doubt; the refplendent habiliment 

Which lay beſide her. Thrice did ſhe 
rub her eyes (for ſo the damſel told me; 


who had concealed herſelf in the cham- 
ber), as deeming it a dream, or perad- 
venture ſome act of magic. But when 
ſhe had ſtretched forth her ivory arm, 


and touched the ſatin and the fringe, 


ſhe funk. back upon her pillow, and 
there croſſed herſelf devoutly. *© Blefled 
Mary l' cried ſhe, * ſurely this can be 
Having thus exclaimed, 


ardour, with which a youthful night lays 
hold of his new. hauberk, that is juſt 


brought home to him by the armourer. 
She applies it to her waiſt; 
 {yinely. + She makes trial of the train, 


it fits di- 
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and of the petticoat; there alſo had the 
tailor given proofs of his capacity. 


« And now, clothed cap-2-pie, ſhe 
preſented herſelf to the mirror, which 
faithfully reflected all the richneſs of her 
drapery. There did the Lady Urſulina 
adjuſt the various parts, till the whole 
was in concord with her graceful form, 
which had never before looked ſo lovely. 
She ſmiled, and forgot that ſhe was a 
widow. At length, having ſatiated her 
eyes, and ſatisfied her ſoul that the gar- 
ment well became her, ſhe diſrobed, and 
returned to her pillow, where ſhe fell 
into the following ſoliloquy : * Is it then 
come to this? J have as it were ſworn to 
perſevere in my viduity, to exhibit a 
grand pattern of woe to womankind; . 
and ſhall this ſubtle ſuitor, thus auda- 
ciouſly indefatigable, ſubdue me, by 
arming my vanity againſt my pride ? 

Yor. IK C There 


1 
There was but one weak part, but one 
approach, and Sir Leopold hath found 
it. Wretch that I am, ah! whither 
ſhall I turn? The love, of fame, and the 
love of finery, diſtract: me. On one 
hand I behold the magnificence of ſor- 
row, the glories of the widowed ſtate, 
and the applauſe and admiration which 
await them; on the other, the tempta- 
tion of taſte, diſplayed in ſuch apparel 
as no woman can withſtand. I cannot 
keep the gift, and ſcorn the-giver. And 
yet, ſhould I refuſe it, where, within the 
limits of this barbarous empire, could I 
find its parallel? Who, but the gallant 
and undiſpirited Sir Leopold, would 
have croſſed ſo many diſmal and fero- 
cious kingdoms, to explore, in diſtant 
climes, the productions of art and ele- 
gance? Widowhood and honour—a ſe- 
cond huſband and fine clothes: thus 
ſtands the perplexity,. 


in 
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« In this condition of mind my lady 
at length aroſe, and was heard to ſpeak 
mildly of Sir Leopold at breakfaſt. 
Now this being reported to him, he 
ſtraitway ſent her a preſent of corals, 
which he had purchaſed at Venice, and 
which originally had been brought from 
Grand Cairo. Rich corals had been 
ſeen in Germany before ; but,. for deli- 
cacy of workmanſhip, and taſte in the 
ſetting, nothing in theſe regions had 
ever appeared ſo beautiful. It was 
enough: my lady could not reſiſt them: 
the corals of Grand Cairo completed 
her overthrow. She conſented to admit 
Sir Leopold that evening to her pre- 
ſence; a viſit, from which he departed 
with hopes bordering upon certainty. 
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ny T HE rumour of this, however, 
reached the ears of an ancient matron, 
who reſided in the neighbourhood, and 
whoſe words were a law to my lady.- 
She was a perſon of noble lineage, ſhrewd 
wit, and dignified demeanour. No 
ſooner, then, was it known to her that 
Sir Leopold was mollifying my lady, 
than ſhe cauſed her waggon to be made 
ready, and was, ere long, at the gates of 
our caſtle, 


- « The unexpected arrival of the Lady 
of Altemburgh (for ſo was this dame 
entitled) created curiofity throughout 
the manſion ; inſomuch, that one of the 
walting-women put her car to the key- 
hole, and overheard the noble matron 
addreſs my lady in theſe words : Mar- 

yel 
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vel not, Urſulina, at this viſit. Fame 
ſaith that you are tottering on the brink 
of ſecond matrimony, and that the bare- 
faced Sir Leopold is the object of your 
love. I could have looked with leſs. 
concern, leſs amazement on this mea- 
ſure, had you not oſtentatiouſſy and im- 
prudently adopted the rueful furniture 
of widowhood, to an extent and an ex- 
travagance unheard of in the nation. 
What! then, is the ſable waggon ſo 
precipitately to be diſcharged ?—Are 
theſe melancholy curtains and cuſhions, 
this black attire, and all the pride of 
ſadneſs, to be ſuddenly abandoned for 
the livery of joy ; and ſhall theſe charm-. 
bers, now filent in compliment to your 
ſorrow, reſound with the uproar of re- 
velry and carouſal? Can the memory 
of Sir Lodowick be fo ſoon obliterated ? 
Had your mourning been conducted 
with moderation, the tranſition to a ſe- 

C 3 cond 
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cond marriage would appear leſs repre- 
| henſible. 


« You may remember, that I was ad- 
verſe to this violence of þlac&— Your 
black waggon, your black cuſhions, the 
black plumes to your cattle, and your 
black velvet work-bag, were contrary to 
my counſels. For, knowing that you 
were opulent, I foreſaw that you would 
be invaded by a hoſt of ſtubborn ſuitors, 
and wiſhed that your ſurrender might 
have the praiſe of due decorum.—A 
conſiderate relict would have tarried, at 
leaſt, till her ſad attire had been ſhaded 
off by juſt degrees, and had finally faded 
to the very confines of gaiety.—To ex- 
change theſe ſolemn weeds for a wed- 
ding garment, were an act of much te- 
merity; it were too diſreſpectful to the 
memory of your late Lord, to eſcape 
the ſarcaſms of the ſevere; nor could 
| clemency 
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clemency herſelf forgive it. For theſe 
reaſons, Urſulina, lay aſide your preſent 
project: ' reverence your own fame: 
heap diſcouragement on Sir Leopold; 
at leaſt poſtpone your tenderneſs to a 
ſeaſon more remote, nor ruſh with inde- 
cent hurry from the tomb-ſtone to the 
altar.— Thus, child, ſhall you avoid the 
extremes of black and white, 


ce If a fondneſs for vain apparel have 
betrayed you into this dilemma (and 
I verily believe that it hath ), change the 
object and the mode, and you may yet 
give the paſſion full way. Search into 
every precedent; explore all the annals 
of widowhood, for whatſoever was held 
rare and aſtoniſhing in times paſt, with 
relation to the garb of grief, and the pa- 
rade which a relict may maintain. If 
your vanity, my Urſulina, muſt be oc- 
cupied, indulge it there unboundedly. 
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Ege the grandeſt and moſt diſmal of 
widowed women: conſume in woe, what 
you would have ſpent upon feſtivity. If 
to excite admiration be the ambition of 
our ſex, what matter, whether it be ac- 
compliſhed by a red robe, or à black 


one? 


« Here ended the Lady of Altem- 
burg. My honoured miſtreſs was affected 
by her diſcourſe: ſhe ſhed ſome. few 
tears, but, upon the whole, was much 
comforted. The arguments of her vene- 
rable adviſer had ſunk deeply into her 
her heart; and to the end that ſhe might 
ponder them without interruption, ſhe 
enjoined me to refuſe admittance to her 
ſuitor for three days, Now this was a 
mortal ſtroke to the expectations of Sir. 
Leopold; for, the more my lady res 
fected on the advice of that noble ma- 
tron, the more was ſhe delighted there. 

74 with; 
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with; till at length ſhe adopted the de- 


ſign of extending her days of mourning 


toa term which ſhould cauſe amazement. 


in the children of men, and of impro- 
ving the pride of ſorrow with new ſym- 


bols of lamentation. This term expired, 
there would be room for deliberating, 
whether my lady ſhould afſume the habit 


of the black and white ſtripes, the ſignal 


of perpetual widowhood ; or give ear to 
the ſolicitations of ſome pertinacious 
ſuitor. In fine, it was the unalterable 


reſolution of the Lady Urſulina, to erect 


herſelf into a model, for all ſuch as 
might pant after the comfortable condi- 


tion of a diſcreet and praiſe-deſerving 
relict. 550 


29 Accordingly it was agreed, that 


ſhould carry back the preſents which Sir- 
Leopold had ſent to my lady (but with-. 
out ſuffering her to behold them once 
more z 
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for that would have revived the miſ- 
chiefs which we were endeavouring to 
remedy}, and formally forbid him the 
caſtle. Yet, notwithſtanding this pro- 
hibition, there was good reaſon to ap- 
prehend the inſidious attacks of Sir Leo- 
pold. Therefore did I dutifully and re- 
ſpectfully exhort the Lady Urſulina to 
| depart from her then reſidence for a ſea- 
ſon, and repair to a ſtrong caſtle, which 
is ſituated on an ifland, in the midſt of a 
pleaſant lake, not far diſtant, Sir Knight, 
from this foreſt. There, fortified by 
the ſurrounding water, ſne may hid de- 
fiance to the arts and the audacity of her 
enemies. The environs of the lake are 
to be defended by her retainers, diſpoſed 
in proper ſtations, with a ſtrict injunc- 
tion to ſuffer none to approach the caſtle 
without a paſſport from me, and to be 
careful, leſt any diſguiſed preſent from 
| | Sir 
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Sir Leopold obtain admittance, to the 
violation of her tranquillity. 


« This advice was well received : it 
was balm to the mind of my lady. Yeſ- 
terday we ſet out upon the journey ; 
little doubting, that we ſhould meet 
ſome valiant knight upon the way, who 
would courteouſly eſcort my lady to the 
Caſtle of the Lake; leſt the rude and 
revengeful Leopold, in deſpair at our 
departure, ſhould purſue us with his 
vaſſals, and infringe upon our liberty. 
Therefore, courageous ſtranger, I be- 
ſeech you, on behalf of the afflicted 
whom 1 ſerve, to afford us the aid of 
your high valour (I am old and ſeeble), 
and accompany us to the Caſtle of the 


Lake.” 


Here pauſed the venerable Uſher; for 
the waggon was now at hand. 
CHAP. 
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Anp now the King of England, ad- 
vancing with a graceful air, accoſted 
the Lady Urſulina.—* The high hea- 
vens,” cried he, preſerve you, mourn- 
ful relic, from the fraud of all ſuch as 
would fap and overthrow the fair fame 
which, as this your worthy. uſher hath 
informed me, you have now in contem- 
plation to acquire. From their violence 
| fear no outrage; for this arm is your 


defender,” 


80 ſpake King Richard. But the 
Lady Urſulina, laying aſide her dotting 
with her right hand, and ſtroaking her 
black cat with her leſt, replied to the 
royal hero as follows :;—< Aſſuredly, 
courteous knight, ſome ſaint or angel 
who * Innocence in charge, hath 

en 
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ſent you to my ſuccour in this my ſore 
affliction. Never yet hath widow ſuf- 
fered ſuch perſecution as I have. Who- 
ever then you are, Sir Knight (and that 
you are of noble ſtate is well denoted by 
your demeanour), let my life, my liberty, 
my chaſtity, my fame, be ſafe, beneath _ 
the ſhadow of your valour, until we 
ſhall_kave arrived at a certain ſtrong 
fortreſs, whither I now flee (I, afflicted 
and diſconſolate) for an aſylum from 
my ſuitors, or, more properly, my per- 
ſecutors. She ſaid; and having drawn 
from her black pocket a black handker- 
chief, remained for ſome moments in a 
lugubrious ſituation. 


The illuſtrious .Ceur-de-Lior was af- 


fected by her ſorrow: he leaned upon 
his lance in filence, till the torrent of 
her ſilver tears was exhauſted. Then, 
turning about Arlino, he proceeded with 
| the 
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the waggon to the extremity of the foreſt, 
where they eſpied a traveller ſitting be- 
neath the ſhade of a tree, with his head 
between his hands, which were reſted 
upon his knees. Beſide him grazed a 
palfrey, whoſe capriſons ſhowed its 
lord to be of no indigent condition. 
When the waggon drew near, he lifted 
up his eyes, and craved permiſſion of 
the Royal Knight, and of the Lady Ur- 
ſulina, to join himſelf to their company, 
as far as they intended to travel; and 
this, for a reaſon which he would after- 
wards unfold. 


The relict of Sir Lodowick, and her 
intrepid protector, conſented to the pe- 
tition of the ſtranger, who thereupon 
aroſe, and with great gladneſs and agi- 
lity remounted his palfrey. This done, 
they continued on their way 


And 


I” : 
And now the ſtranger, not forgetful 
of his promiſe, addreſſed his companions 


in theſe words: A wiſh for ſociety, 


not the fear of ſuch perils as are com- 
mon in the wilderneſs, was the motive 
of my deſiring to bear you company, 
diſaſtrous Lady (for ſuch do I imagine 


you to be), and you, moſt courteous = 


Knight, of whoſe valour and auguft an- 
ceſtry I make no queſtion. I am def. 
tined, by an unheard-of and afflicting 
fatality, to be a wanderer for the reſt. 


due of my days ; although poſſeſſed of 


whatſoever can contribute to enjoyment, 
if caſtles, and fair domains, and friends, 
and good repute, are entitled to the 
I name of proſperity. Some fifteen years 
ago, as I fate muſing one day in my 
chamber, there ſuddenly appeared be- 
fore me a face, the eyes of which 


ſeemed ſteadfaſtly fixed on me, as if 
they would have penetrated my moſt 
| | ſecret. 
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ſectet co gitations. There was nothing 
viſible but a face, the form of which 
Was oval, the complexion olive, the 
brows black and prominent. It appeared 
to be that of a man ſomewhat ſtricken 
in years, but whoſe vigour was, as yet, 
unimpaired by his longevity. 

My aſtoniſhment and uneaſineſs at 
this viſion were extreme: they aug- 
' mented, when I found that the ſame 
face appeared daily. I changed from 
chamber to chamber, ſuppoſing that the 
' apparition was but local. Imagine, then, 
my vexation, when I perceived that the 
face ſtill purſued me. It uſually ap- 
peared about noon, and. continued to 
Rare at me till ſun-ſet. I aſſembled my 
friends and my domeſtics, related to 
them what I had ſeen, and endeavoured 
to alleviate the horrors of this perſecu- 
tion, by an unceaſing ſucceſſion of com- 
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pany and diverſions. But the face, 
which was inviſible to all but me, ſtill 
punctually was preſent, and, in ſpite of 
the revelry which reigned around me, 
ſpread a gloom over my countenance, 
and embittered my repoſe. 


te At length I bethought me, that to 
change my dwelling might relieve me 
from this ſpectre; and, accordingly, 
withdrew to a neighbouring manſion, of 
which I was then the poſſeſſor.— But, 
alas! my indefatigable tormentor was 
there alſo. I changed my reſidence a 
ſecond time, repairing to a caſtle in a 
diſtant part of Auſtria ; but with as lit- 
tle ſatisfaction as before: the face, the 
cruel face, ſtill purſued me. I then 
adopted the reſolution of travelling, in 
the hope that at length I might eſcape 
this peſt, by avoiding any ſettled abode. 
I departed, therefore, from my caſtle, 
Vol. I. D and 
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and journeyed far and wide; ſeldom 
refting in any place for more than a 
ſingle day, and frequently not even ſo 


« In this, then, was my only refuges 


for, wherever I tarried not for an entire 


5 day, the face gave me no moleſtation. 


With this ſhort indulgence, I have made 
ſhift to wear away many years of my 
exiſtence, in traverfing many portions of 
the globe. I have ſeen the greater part 
of Europe, and made a pilgrimage to 
Paleſtine: but reflecting that, ſince I 
was doomed to be a wanderer perpetu- 
ally, I might better roam through re- 
gions where my kindred, and friends, 
and poſſeſſions, were ſituated, I returned to 
my native land, and have ever ſince con- 
tinued the ſame reſtleſs mode of living. 
J once thought of holding a bandage 
over my eyes, at che hour when e vi- 
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ſion re- appeared; but the ſevere and 
undeſcribable ſenſation that I felt, when 
I firſt made trial of this expedient, con- 
vinced me but too well, that no inven- 
tion, no ſubterfuge, could. afford me 
conſolation. 2 


« Thus, woeful Lady, and you, ac- 
compliſhed Knight, have I explained 
the melancholy reaſon of my deſiring to 
partake of your ſociety. I have now 
paſſed and repaſſed ſo often through 
every city and diſtrict of Germany, that 
J am known to all its inhabitants, who 
lament my condition, and endeavour to 
alleviate its miſery. The Man of the 
Face (for ſo they ſtyle me) is periodi- 
cally a gueſt at every monaſtery, and at 
moſt of the caſtles and other manſions 
in the empire. The children of the vil. 
lages run out, as I ride by, and call 
about them their playfellows, to behold - 
40, D 2 | the 
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the Man of the Face. The-nurſts ek 
of me to their unruly infants, and tempt 
them into quietneſs, by promiſing that 
they ſhall get ſomething from the Man 
of the Face. When I arrive at any caſ- 
tle, the porter hath no need to inquire 
my name and quality, nor the guard- 
men to queſtion me from the battle- 
ments: but the draw-bridge is inſtantly 
raiſed, and the gates are thrown open; 
for it is GO but the Man of the 
Face. 


Here the traveller concluded his nar- 
ration. 


_ « vow to the high heavens” ex- 
claimed the King of England, a more 
extraordinary circumſtance hath never 
reached mine ears. - But inform me, 
Sir Knight of the Face, whether you have 


ever * employed ſome ſon of Holy 
Church 
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Church to exorciſe this peſtilent phan- 
taſm, or conjure.it, by the Trinity, to 
tell the purpoſe of its appearing?“ 
« No, truly,” replied the traveller: * fo 
irredeemably doomed to its perſecution 
did I think myſelf, that I looked on all 
aſſiſtance from the prieſthood as ineffec- 
tual.” « Then fail not,” ſaid the Lady 
Urſulina, “to betake yourſelf to ſome 
member of the ſacerdotal order; for 
doubtleſs, it is a troubled ſpirit, which 
ſome wickedneſs of its own, or of 
others, hath occaſioned thus to haunt 
the regions of the living.” 
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War now the lake, 3 ing 
that caſtle to which the ſad relict of Sir 
Lodowick was haſtening, preſented its 
cryſtal boſom to their view, rejoicing 
the heart of her who was its illuſtrious 
poſſeſſor. A boat, which lay in readi- 
neſs near the margin of this lake, with 
ſpeedy oars conveyed the cavalcade to 
the caſtle. There the uſher blew a horn, 
which was anſwered by another from the 
battlements; when ftraitway a perſon 
in a coat of mail looked over, and de- 
manded if that were the Lady Urſulina. 
Upon hearing that it was, he deſcended, 
and, having lifted the draw-bridge, gave 
admittance to the travellers. 


The limits of this high hiſtory will 
not allow: me to relate (me, the exact 
inditer 
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inditer of applauded books of chivalry) 
what banqueting enſued upon the arrival 
of Richard Czyr-de-Lion and the mourn- 
ful Man of the Face, at the caſtle of the 
Lady Urſulina. Suffice it to declare, 
that the ſupper (for it was now evening) 
conſiſted of invigorating viands. 


Yet, hungry as King Richard and his 
companions ſurely were, there was one 
thing which attracted their attention, 
even more than the ſavoury eatables that 
fmoked upon-the board. Now this was 
no other than the Lady Carolinetta, god- 
daughter to their hoſteſs ; for this il. 
luſtrious and benignant damſel had pur- 
poſely repaired thither, to delight her 
afflicted godmother with the charms of 
her ſociety, during the period of hep 
reſidence at the Caſlle of the Lake. 
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The Lady Carolinetta was in her ſix- 
teenth year. Her face was ſomewhat 
roundiſh, her complexion fair, her 
cheeks lightly tinged with vermillion. 
If her teeth reſembled ivory, her lips 
were like new roſes, and but little infe- 
rior in fragrancy. Her noſe was nei- 
ther long, nor ſhort; had neither that 
ſharpneſs which denotes ill-humour, nor 
that curling which is the ſymbol of ſau- 
cineſs; but was neatly proportioned to 
the reſt of her features. Her blue eyes 
were as two coſtly ſapphires, over which 
her long eye-laſhes, like golden fringe, 
played with .a ſoft movement, at once 
adorning and defending the bright jewels 
underneath them, Her hair was likewiſe 
of -a golden hue, and partly impended 
over her poliſhed forehead, partly de- 
ſcended behind, as far as the ſummit of 
her ſhoulders; for, ſhe being yet but 
youthful, her treſſes had attained not to 

that 


LW 

that flowing length which conſtitutes 
the perfection of gracefulneſs. More- 
over, there was an incomparable inno- 
cence in her looks, and a mirthfulneſs 
mingled with a girliſh air of diffidence, 
which often threw a tranſitory bluſh 


upon her face, and augmented the luſtre 
of her beauty. 


Nevertheleſs King Richard, who had 
not taken ſuſtenance ſince he had quitted 
the dominions of Auſtria, could ill re- 
frain from feeding upon the various 
viands which the ſplendid hoſpitality of 
the Lady Urſulina had cauſed to be ſet 
before him: yet ever and anon vould 
he ſend his inquiring eyes towards the 
radiant god-daughter of his hoſteſs. As 
for the minſtrel and the Man of the Face, 
they had already reſigned their admira- 
tion to the King of England, and em- 
ployed themſelves in adminiſtering to 

the 
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the neceſſities of nature. The Lady Ca- 
rolinetta ate ſparingly, as becometh a 
maiden, and' gracefully picked a bit of 
chicken, Upon the whole, the Lady 
Urſulina herſelf was not a little hungry 
(having travelled confiderably that day ), 
and, notwithſtanding her courteous at- 
tention to her gueſts, found means to 
pacify the cravings of her appetite. 


The banquet: being concluded, the 
hoary uſher announced the arrival of 
ſundry perſons, who had been ferried 
over the lake from ſeveral manfions not 
diſtant from its borders, with intention 
to welcome the Lady Urſulina to theſe 
parts. This company conſiſted of di- 
vers knights and ſquires, together with 
dames and damſels renowned for worth 
and beauty. Full graciouſly did the 


miſtreſs of the caſtle entertain them; 


for ſtraitway did ſhe command that 
the 


E 4 J 
the great hall ſnould be made ready, 
and the joyous muſicians invited. 


And now twice fiſty waxen tapers 
blazed within the hall, and ſhed a deli- 
cious odour around them. Each gal- 
lant knight and ſquire ſelected a fair 
lady : King Richard obtained the hand. 
of the Lady Carolinetta : the vaulted. 
. roots reſounded with the dance and. 


merry minſtrelſy. 


And here, virtuous Reader, the invio-. 2 
lable truth of hiſtory compels me to de- 
clare, that there was a very great variety 
of good and bad dancing. For the 
Lady Carolinetta, albeit a pretty figure, 
was not yet in poſſeſſion of that elegance 
and eaſe which are indiſpenſably requi- 
ſite to perfection i in this exerciſe. Her 
performances, however, were in no viſe 


diſapproved ; ſhe hopping and tripping 
13 | with 
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with a timidity not unpleaſing. Nor is 
it to be paſſed over in ſilence, that this 
love-inſpiring damſel, notwithſtanding 
her auguſt genealogy (ſole heireſs ſhe 
of the Count of Verrenburgen), would, 
when ſhe had danced down the line at 
any public feſtivity, ſtand courteouſly at 
the bottom, until the reſt, who had con- 
tributed their quota to the pleaſure, had 
each in due turn enjoyed the like diver- 
ſion; in this ſcorning to imitate divers 
damſels of condition, who, after that 
they have diſdainfully twirled thoſe be- 
low them, race impudently and unjuſtly 
away, and leave thoſe deſpiſed and diſ- 
appointed couples to look gravely, or 
fooliſhly, at one another. Now the 
Lady. Carolinetta had a ſoul above this. 
Nay. even had ſhe been inclined to ſuch 
unpardonable diſcourteſy, the Lady 
Urſulina would have lectured her ſe- 

verely ; 
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verely; for this relict, though vain in 


certain diſmal articles, poſſeſſed an ho- 
neſt mind, and could give direction to 


her juniors. 


It now waxed late, and the ſeveral 


knights and ſquires, with their reſpec- 


tive dames and damſels, departed from 
the caſtle, well delighted with their en- 


tertainment ; each warrior having firſt 
aſſured the Lady Urſulina, that he would 
exerciſe the vigour of his arm for her 


protection. 


This done, they re-embarked ; the 
Lady Urſulina exhorting every female 
to muffle herſelf comfortably, in her 
paſling over the lake. 


As for the gueſts who remained, they 


retired each to a chamber, there to com- 
mit 
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mit their ſenſes to the cuſtody of ſleep, 

But not ſo the Lady of the Caſtle: cares 

of a rueful nature ſtill occupied her ſoul. 
| Accordingly Jeronimo, her wiſe and 
1 faithful uſner, was ſummoned into her 
| preſence, and enjoined to expedite 
whatſoever was yet undone, that in any 
wiſe related to the perfection of her wi- 
dowed dignity. Jeronimo at once ap- 
plauded and obeyed, and, ere three days 
were ended, a ſable collar was provided 
for the houſe-dog, ſable ſaddle-cloths 
were put on all the palfreys, fable 
marks were ſcored upon the ſheep, and 
the very horns of the oxen and of the 
kine painted ſable. | 
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Nor was the diligence of the uſher 
leſs diſtinguiſhed - within doors: for 
the ſide-board was covered with a piece 
of black baize ; black fringe was added 
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LI 
to the table-cloths and napkins; and 4 
cuſhion of black hair<cloth was laid in 
the great hall, for thoſe entering from 
the court-yard to purify their ſhoes on. 
Such were the new arrangements at the _ 
Caſtle of the Lake. 2 
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N OR were the poor on this occaſion 
forgotten ; for the Lady Urſulina was 
much addicted to charity. Much had 
ſhe often beſtowed in an occult and Ju- 
dicious manner: much did ſhe now diſ- 
poſe of with ſome tincture of oſtentation. 
For, lo! on a day appointed, the indi- 
gent and infirm, from every village 
round about, were aſſembled in the 
court- yard of the caſtle, and got broth 
in black porringers according to ſe- 
niority. Nor were the external com- 
; forts of the body overlooked: for to 
every man was given a good veſtment of 
black frieze, and likewiſe a pair of black 
breeches ; to every female alſo, a black 
petticoat of ſerge, together with a ker- 
chief of the ſame ſolemn colour. This 
done, they were diſmiſſed, with an 

"BOSE; earneſt 
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earneſt charge to pray for the ſoul of 
the memorable Sir Lodowick. 


© The tidings of theſe affairs were now 
reported far and near, and numbers, 
great numbers, ſet out from diſtant 


places, to behold the till now unheard- 
of lamentation of this paragon of vir- 
tuous viduity. But; ere they paſſed the 
lake, Jeronimo, at the head of the re- 
tainers of the Lady Urſulina, made a 
rigorous ſcrutiny of all who had arrived, 
leſt amongſt them the indefatigable Sir 
Leopold ſhould be hidden. Nevertheleſs 
a crimſon damaſk, from this deſigning 
ſuitor, had nearly effected an entrance into 
the caſtle, encloſed in the belly of a wild 
boar, which was ſaid to have been killed 
at a hunting in ſome foreſt, and ſent 
in the name of a good ſquire of theſe 
parts, as a preſent to the Lady Urſulina. 
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But the penetrating ſoul of Jeronimo (an 


Italian by birth, and therefore the more 


ſuſpecting) miſgave him that ſome frau- 
dulency lurked beneath this offering. 


He, ever ſolicitous for the welfare of 


his lady, took notice of an uncommon 
diſtenſion in the body of this wild boar; 
and, forthwith ſlitting it open, diſco- 
vered therein a very excellent piece of 


| damaſk (it had been rolled on a round 
_ ſtick, well wrapped in paper, and thruſt 
down the gullet of the boar), together 


with a trimming on a new conſtruction ; 


a trimming which, had the relict of Sir 
 Lodowick beheld it, would have gone 


near to ſhake, once again, her reſolu- 
tions, and cauſe the pomp of widow- 


hood to vaniſh, as it were a dream. 


The indignant Jeronimo, who -had 
been already inveſted with full powers 
by his lady, to act in all affairs which 
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had relation to her woe, in ſuch man- 
ner as he himſelf ſhould deem conducive 
to her glory, commanded the ſaid da- 
' maſk, with all its alluring furniture, to 
be thrown before his face into the lake, 
where it ſunk, in a few moments, many 
fathoms beyond the reach either of ava- 
rice or curioſity. The boar was roaſted 
whole, and diſtributed, the enſuing Sun- 
day, to the poor, upon black trenchers. 


But it is now time to return to the 
gueſts within the caſtle, more particu- 
larly to the hero whoſe adventures. and 


of N 


exploits are the ſubject of this hiſtory. 


No ſooner had the radiance of the 
orient ſun illumined the proud cham- 
bers of the Caſtle of the Lake, than the 
unhappy Man of the Face abandoned 
his bed of down, to reſume his diurnal 


travel, Nor was it long until the high- 
E2 deſcended 


1 
deſcended Ge Tim forth iſſued from 
his apartment, and repaired to the gar- 


den of the caſtle, to inhale the healthy 
breeze of the morning. 


n Now it happened, but a little while 
before, that the youthful Carolinetta 
had ſet open the caſement of her cham- 
ber, and ſeated herſelf thereat, with the 
intention to employ thoſe pleaſant hours 
in ſewing, till the bell ſnould ſummon 
| her to breakfaſt. Nature, you are to 

know, benignant reader, had beſtowed 
upon this damſel a voice, which, for 

clearneſs and ſuavity, might have vied 

with the muſic of the nightingale. She 
- raiſed the tender ſong: her carolling 
caught the ear of King Richard. He 
pauſed upon the terrace: he liſtened 
with delight to the lay; then ſlowly and 
ſilently directed his fteps to that part of 


the garden bande the ſound ſeemed to 
| iſſue, 
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iſſue, and there beheld the lovely Caro- 
linetta, ſweetly warbling and working : 
in the window of her apartment. From £ 
this, as from a gorgeous balcony, ſne 
could view, not the garden alone, but 
likewiſe the lake, and the rich and 
ſmiling landſcape of a wide- extended 
country, embelliſhed with the turrets of 
majeſtic caſtles, and with the ſteeples of 
venerable churches, ſoaring at various 
diſtances above the woods. | 


No ſooner had ſhe ceaſed the ſong, 
than the captivated Czur-de-Lion ap- 
proached beneath the window, and ac- 
coſted the fair ſongſtreſs as follows :— 
« Be not offended, induſtrious and tune- 
ful lady, that I, who have lent mine 
ears with admiration to your ſtrain, 
now advance to behold the ambroſial 
lips. from which ſuch heart-delighting 
melody hath proceeded. It is with rap- 
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ture, illuſtrious lady, that I ſurvey theſe 


nimble fingers (which rival the whiteneſs 


of Barbaric ivory) thus plying the la- 
bours of the needle, at this ſo early hour, 
when many a damſel, peradventure, is 
either ſunk in ſoft repoſe, and dream- 


ing of tournaments and gay attire, or 


awake, and pondering on things mar- 


vellous in their nature. And let not, I 


beſeech you, theſe expreſſions of mine, 
which truth and ſatisfaction dictate, in- 
terrupt your goodly taſk (1f taſk indeed 
it be, and not rather a recreation to 
your ſpotleſs mind); for I, O incom- 


parable lady ! am able from this verdant 
lawn to gaze upwards at your beauty, 


and pour out the language of love, you 
plying, in the mean while, the labours 
of the needle. Very far be it from me 


to become the cauſe of idleneſs in any 


damſel living, but more eſpecially in her 


for whom my enthralled heart now burns 


with 


E 
with an ardour triumphant and irreſiſt- 
ible. Recollect, illuſt rious lady, the 
bright models of your ſex, who have 
ſhone in ancient ages, and whoſe works, 
yet preſerved in divers auguſt families, 
are a ſplendid and unperiſhing memorial 
of their accompliſhments ; recollect, I 
ſay, thoſe matrons, and thoſe maidens, 
and encourage in your youthful boſom 
an ambition to excel them. So ſhall the 
fair fame of your deſerts. be tranſmitted 
to centuries unborn, and your name 
quoted with reverence to each riſing 
generation. Sew on, love-inſpiring lady, 
ſew on, captivating virgin ; and if, at. 
certain intervals, you withdraw your 
brilliant eyes from that which now ex- 
erciſes your hands and your attention, 
vouchſafe to beſtow a look upon a much- 
enamoured knight, who conſiders you 
as the paragon of terreſtrial perfection. 


4 
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So ſpake King Richard: to whom. 
the innocent god- daughter of the Lady 
Urſulina: “ Moſt truly thankful am 
J, benevolent and courteous knight, for 
theſe ſo noble praiſes (alas l how lit- 
tle merited ) with which you have 
adorned me, a ſimple, but harmleſs 
damſel. Very many of my ſex employ 
the labour and art of others to contrive, 
compoſe, and alter, and repair their ap- 
parel; whereas, I, intrepid knight, have 
been inſtructed from my childiſh days to 
perform divers works appertaining ta 
the female fate, to the end that the dire 
evil of idleneſs betray not my youthful 
and inexperienced mind to matters ill 
according with my ſex and with my 
ſafety. Nor is it inconſiſtent with the 
illuſtrious ſtate of life in which it hath 
pleaſed heaven to place me, that 1 
exerciſe theſe arts which are generally 
deemed 1gnoble ; ſeeing that, in the 
: Eaſtern 
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Eaſtern nations (as pilgrims and mer- 
chant travellers relate) the Mahometan 
Emperors are taught, in their tender 
years, fome trade, or handicraft, whereby, 
when afterwards exalted to the throne, 
they may amuſe their thoughts, nor ſpend 
their precious time unprofitably. Mar- 
vel not, therefore, magnanimous and 

worthy Sir, that I, at this early hour, 
ſhould ariſe to ſew and warble ; inaſ- 
much as hilarity is the foundation of 
health, and health of thoſe attractions 
which win the praiſe and love of the 
courteous, the knightly, and the braye.” 


She ſaid; and the King of England 
thus replied :—< I vow to the ſaints of 
Paradiſe, ineſtimable damſel, that this 
wiſdom becometh you highly ; and for- 
tunate do I pronounce your excellent 


and dolorous godmother, in the ſociety 
of 


| [8] 
of a damſel ſo ſagacious, and yet ſo 
ert [I 


He ended; and the Lady Carolinetta, 
without ſuſpending her employment, re- 
plied in the following terms.—* But, 
Sir Knight, you are about to overturn 
that very wiſdom, which you inſiſt I 
poſſeſs, by the applauſes which you are 
pleaſed to beſtow on me. Conſider, I 
beſeech you, that I am but a female, 
and that few of my ſex are well able to 
withſtand flattery. What if I become 
vain and haughty, and ſcornful of 
knights and barons? Would you not 
then deſpiſe me ?” 


« Holy Panl !” exclaimed the King 
of England, © this is yet more admi- 
rable !—She who hath the ſenſe to be 
diffident of her own doings, is, as God 
ſhall ſave me, a woman of true wiſdom.” 
But, 
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- © But, alas!” faid the Lady Caro- 
linetta, „this wiſdom which you thus 
admire is merely what I have learnt 
from the Lady Urſulina: it is but at 
ſecond hand. 1 am, as yet, too youthful 
to boaſt any of mine own.. | 


If I am aſtoniſhed by your under- 

ſtanding,” replied the royal hero, © I 
am likewiſe enchanted by your exem- 
plary modeſty. Nevertheleſs, illuſtrious 
lady, in ſending up theſe encomiums on 
your carlineſs and induſtry, I am acting 
the part of an enemy to myſelf: for 
idleneſs we know to be the nurſe of love, 
(now I wiſh you moſt heartily to love 
me) ; and lying long a-bed, I believe, 
diſpoſes the mind to meditate on love 
and lovers.” 


Here the Lady Carolinetta laid down 


her thread and needle, and, laughing, 
diſcovered 
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diſcovered thoſe incomparable teeth of 
which we have made ment1on in a fore- 


going chapter. And now this delicious 


colloquy, ſo worthy of being recorded, 
would have taken, without doubt, a moſt 
tender and pathetic turn (particularly 
on the part of the much-enamoured 


Cæur- de- Lion), had not the caſtle-bell 
been rung vigoroufly for breakfaſt. In 


the gallant days of chivalry they break- 
fafted betimes. 
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BREAK PAS, which had conſiſted 
of invigorating viands, being at length 
concluded, the Lady Urſulina moſt 
courteouſly propoſed ſome recreation on 
the lake: whereupon her black boat 
was made ready. The lake was, at this 
time, in the perfection of its beauty ; 


for Autumn ſpread his mellow tints upon 


the foliage of the innumerable trees, 

whoſe reverend, branches bowed down 
upon the water from the verdant banks 
with which it was environed. More- 
over divers ſhrubs, diſperſed upon the 
iſland on which the caſtle ſtood, and 
likewiſe intermingling with the groves 


upon the margin, now diſplayed, as if 


with emulation, their bright and cluſ- 
tering berries, the purple, the ſcarlet, 
the pale red, the yellow, and many 
other 


1 6 1 
other hues which are wont, at that deli- 


cious ſeaſon, to ornament and enrich 
the ſcenery of nature. 


And now the King of England, with 
a careful hand, conducted the Lady Ur- 
ſulina and her adorable god-daughter to 
the edge of this beauteous baſon, where 
with equal aſſiduity he aſſiſted them in 
embarking. The relict of Sir Lodowick 
ſtept firſt, King Richard holding her 
arm, and decorouſly and conſiderately 
turning aſide his face, leſt the legs of the 
Lady Urſulina ſhould perad venture be 
diſcovered whilſt ſhe ſtrode over the 
gunnel of the wherry. As for the Lady 
Carolinetta, he claſped her round the 
waiſt, the very flender waiſt, and having 
hoiſted her on high, ſoon depoſited her 
ſafely by the fide of her good god- 
mother, 


At 
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At length this auguſt company being 
ſeated in the boat, beneath a mournful 
tilt of black canvas; the rowers, ſolemn 


perſons, arrayed in fable trowſers, up- 


lifted their black oars, then, dipping 
them with one accord, cauſed the veſſel 
to move ſwiftly from the ſhore. The 
minſtrel Fitzherbert, at the inſtance of 
the King of England, tuned his harp, 
and made the neighbouring woods re- 
echo with his melody. 


Meanwhile the wherry advanced acroſs 
the lake. The nets were thrown. our, 


and the inhabitants of the water betrayed 


Into captivity. At length the Lady 
Urfulina, whoſe fight was very ſtrong, 
deſcried fomething at a diſtance which 
floated upon the ſurface. She com- 
manded her boatmen to row in that di- 
rection : as they approached, the thing 
appeared to be a wooden box, or coffer. 
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At the deſire of the Lady Urſulina it 
was taken into the boat. It was not 
weighty; but was cloſed by a brazen 
lock, which with difficulty they forced 
open. The King of England exa- 
mined its contents: they conſiſted of 
a ſmall roll of parchment, which was 


covered on both ſides with writing, and 


of the portrait in miniature of a damſel. 
Notwithſtanding that this picture had 
been damaged by the water, the ladies 
and King Richard could readily per- 
ceive, that it had been drawn for a 
beautiful woman. 


With regard to the -little volume, 


they found, upon peruiing a few lines 
of it, that it was the hiſtory of ſome 
perſon who had been poſſeſſor of the 


miniature. By what accident the coffer 


- had come thither, the company were at 
a loſs to divine. © But it is not unlikely,” 


obſerved 
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obſerved the King of England, * that: 
this volume may throw a light upon the 
matter, and explain to us whoſe linea- 
ments this picture repreſents.” 


- Curioſity inflamed the Lady Urſulina 
and her god-daughter. The nets, at 
their command, were - hauled in; and 
the wherry, impelled by the exertions 
of the rowers, ſoon arrived at the iſland _ 
of the caſtle. The coffer was delivered 
into the hands of Jeronimo, who con- 
ducted the Lady Urſulina and her gueſts 
to an apartment, where Fitzherbert un- 
rolled the volume, and, having in- 
ſpected the title, pronounced it to be 
The Hiſtory of Voltello: whereupon the 
King of England urged the minſtrel to 
recite it ; for ſuch, he ſaid, was the de- 
ſire of the two noble ladies, 


Vox. I. WES Fitz- 


* 
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Fitzherbert acquieſced. His high- 
born auditors were ſeated in a circle 
(the reſpectful Jeronimo retiring to a 
corner); the Lady Carolinetta reſumed 
her ſewing ; and the relict of Sir Lodo- 
wick drew forth, from her black bag, the 
black dotting which had amuſed her 
- whilſt ſhe journeyed through the foreſt. 
Thus employed, they liſtened to the 
hiſtory of Voltello, which the minſtrel 
recited as follows:“ Stranger, who- 
ever thou art, that ſhalt one day be 
_ poſſeſſed of this volume, conſider well 
the fate of him who writes it, and pro- 
fit, if thou canſt, by his example. I 
am the Anchoret of the Rocks, and dwell 
upon the bank of that tranſlucent flood 
which unites with a nobler water near 
the Caſtle of the Lake. In my earlier 
days I was known by: the title of the 
Count Voltello, and inhabited Palermo, 
A renowned city of Sicily. My domains 

| were 
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vere extenſive, but ill acquired; my 
lineage elevated, but deſpiſed ; my life 
active, but flagitious. I am now an old 
man, and a fugitive from ſociety. I 
have not long to exiſt; therefore do I 
write unreſervedly, and picture my de- 
pravity with the pencil of truth. _ | 


« I came into the world with con- 
tempt upon my head. The citizens of 
Palermo pronounced that nothing good 
could derive its original from the houſe 
of Voltello; for wickedneſs, in our fa- 
mily, was conſidered as hereditary. I 
will not trouble thee, ſtranger, with the 
execrable atchievements that diſtin- 

guiſhed my prime they anſwered, to 
the full, the inauſpicious expectations of 
the people of Palermo), but will confine 
myſelf to the relation of one exploit 
alone, for which I have abandoned my 
native city, and ſought, in-the German 
„ BE NES foreſts, 
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foreſts, a concealment from human 


The deed which I allude to crowned 
all my crimes: it was my laſt, worſt 
outrage ; it was ſupereminently villain- 
ous. But, before I touch upon it, I 
muſt here inform thee, that, notwith- 


El ſtanding my accurſed character, not- 


withſtanding the diabolical catalogue of 
my actions, without one ſingle virtue 
even to vary the black multitude, though 
the Barons of my houſe had been caitiffs 
upon record through ſucceſſive genera- 
tions, a lady, the moſt beautiful and 
accompliſhed in all Palermo, gave her 
hand to me in marriage, preferring me 
to numerous adorers, amongſt whom, 
alas} I was not worthy to be named. 
| « But ſuch is the way of women. 
Good heavens ! that what was faſhioned 
| $217 > 0p 
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by the hand of the Creator to be the 
reward and conſolation of the wiſe and 
good, ſhould fo frequently become the 
portion of the moſt infamous of man- 
kind! It is true, I had the talent of 
recommending myſelf in their eyes: I 
agreeably amufed their fancies : in the 
enjoyment of my mirth, they loſt ſight of 
my iniquity. Who then, hath cauſe to 
triumph in the favour of a fine woman, 
when, ten times for one, the moſt worth- 
leſs are the objects of it?” [Here the 
Ladies Urſulina and Carolinetta looked 
diſpleaſed, and toſſed their heads a lit- 
tle, - as diſapproving this paragraph in 
the hiſtory of Voltello.]J 


« Many and various motives are found 
acceſſary to this preference: rank, or 
riches, in the ſuitor ; the favourable con- 
traſt between his flagitiouſneſs and her 
good fame (for the virtues of a huſband 

F 3 may 
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may eclipſe the wife, and engroſs that 


admiration which ſne covets for herſelf); 
and the vanity of ſuppoſing that ſhe ſhall, 
one day, effect a reformation in a man, 
who, until he had eſpouſed her, was of 
deplorable. immorality. How ' groſsly 
they miſtake, with reſpect to this laſt | 
idea, I myſelf am a melancholy inſtance. 
Theſe, and other reaſons, (many of 
which are marvellous, ſome inſcrutable, 
unfathomable) direct the mind of wo- 
man 1n the TIS. point of matri- 
mony. 

cc Nevertheleſs there may exiſt, within 
the private walks of life, wiſe women 


who are not governed by the maxims I 
have recorded. [Here the ladies gave a 
nod of approbation.] - This, ſtranger, 
is indeed no digreſſion from my ſtory, 

but leads me, without difficulty, to that 
which I propoſed. Although wedded to 

2 | Ive ſo 
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ſo fair, ſo accompliſhed, ſo: virtuous a 
lady, I relinquiſhed not the ways of the 
libertine, but re-practiſed every art for 
the ſeduction of the innocent. Uncon- 
tented with the poſſeſſion. of. a. treaſure 
ſo much envied, I often ſtole diſguiſed 
from my palace to the brothel, where I 
purchaſed decaying beauty, and diſeaſe, 
and ſhame: I kept in conſtant pay thoſe 
venal handmaids of vice, whoſe trade it 
is to decoy the diſtreſſed or unwary fe- 
male to irretrievable infamy, 


One day a woman, whoſe name was 
-Lomelina, and whom I had frequently 
employed as an inſtrument of my plea- 

ſures, informed me that ſhe had made 
acquaintance with a damſel of uncom- 
mon beauty, whom ſhe had endea- 
voured, by her uſual arts, to inveigle, 
but in vain; that, if I wiſhed to gain 
poſſeſſion of this prize, ſhe would con- 
ict =: trive ©. 


Em IT 
trive to procure me an interview with 
her, and leave me to employ my known 
talents for ſeduction, in the hope that 
my exertions might prove more. happy 
than her own. 


6c: Inflamed 4 by u the erte which 
Lomelina had given me of this extraor- 
dinary but obdurate fair one, and even 
ſtimulated by the proſpect of the diffi- 
-culties in my way, which I was vain 
enough to think I ſhould not fail of over- 
coming, I repaired at an appointed hour 
to Lomelina. Soon after, ſhe conducted 
me to the houſe of a female friend, whi- 
ther the damſel and her parents, who 
were of mean condition, had been in- 
vited to make merry. I was introduced 
to them as a knight lately returned 
from the Holy Land. ** did 


not * 


] omitted 


E 

] omitted nothing on this occaſion 
which I imagined could recommend me 
in the eyes of the beautiful Zarinda, for 
that was the name of the damſel. 1 


tion, an appearance of warlike ſincerity; 
I recounted, with all the eloquence of 
which I was poſſeſſed, the exploits of 
the Chriftian worthies in Paleſtine; 
deſcribed, in lively colours, the fiege 


and capture of Jeruſalem; hinted at the 


numerous perils which I myſelf had 


= eſcaped ; .and, by affecting an extreme 
madeſty, acquired credit for achieve. 


ments which I had not achieved, and 
for having viſited the birth-place of 
Jeſus, though I had been never out of 
Sicily. | 1 ha 


% had the ſatisfaction of perceiving 
that theſe deſpicable devices were not 


uſeleſsly exerted on Zarinda. I renewed 


them 
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them with additional ſucteſs at various 
other times, when I viſited her at the 
houſe of her parents, and concluded that 
I had now made ſuch an impreſſion upon 
her heart, as might encourage me to a 
declaration of my paſſion. The recep- 
tion which it met with confirmed, in 
the fulleſt manner, the account which I 
had heard from Lomelina: for the damſel, 

though poor, and of inconſiderable pa- 
rentage, was indued with the pride of 
virtue, and refuſed to receive diſhonour- 

able addreſſes. I, however, put in prac- 
tice all thoſe artifices in which I was ſo 
infernally ſkilful; I fighed, I wept, I 

flattered; I -urged the fear of being 
diſinherited and caſt off by all my kin- 
dred, if I wedded one whoſe family was 

ſo unequal to mine: in vain : diſcretion 
and purity ſwayed the heart of Zarinda ; 

and all my efforts ended in the indigna- 
tion 


F 


j 
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tion of the fair, and in my own ap- 
pointment and defeat. 


Cc . 


I was the more chagrined at this 
circumſtance, as, in the whole courſe of 


many years which I had ſpent in perfect- 


ing the art of ſeducing women, in all the 


ruin which I had brought upon the ſex, 


this was the only inſtance wherein I had 
experienced ill fortune. But I was not 
to be thus diſheartened : I was deter- 


mined to poſſeſs Zarinda, though the 


victory were to be obtained by the moſt 
unutterable iniquity. 


« Had Zarinda remained ignorant of 
my real name and quality, I might have 


impoſed on her by conſenting to the ce- 
remony of a marriage: but, unluckily, 


her parents had diſcovered, that I was 
no.other than the Count Voltello, who, 
it was well known in Palermo, had been 

' many 
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many years eſpouſed to à beautiful and 
accompliſhed woman. Let, beautiful 
and accompliſhed as this woman was, 
poſſeſſion had now rendered me indiffe- 
rent to her charms; and, with reſpect to 
her virtues, F was too vile a libertine to 
be ſenſible of their value. Add to this, 
that even thoſe fentiments which her 
attractions had inſpired, were now ex- 
truded from my heart by my devotion 
to another object. In a word, I was 
weary of this lovely woman, who, un- 
fortunately for herſelf, had beſtowed her 
heart on me, in preference to my many 
rivals, who had deſerved it fo much 
better. 


« My paſſion for Zarinda was aug- 
mented daily, by the very obftacles which 
forbade me to indulge it. My indif- 
ference to the Counteſs aſſumed a bolder 
hue, and roſe to an invincible averſion. 
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I acquainted Lemelina with my diſquie- 
tude, and beſought her to aſſiſt me in 
deviſing ſome quick remedy. It was 


evident to us both, that I had already 
won ſo far upon the affections of Za- 


rinda, that, were I ſingle, ſhe would ac- 
cept me for her huſband with joy ; but 
it was equally evident, that ſo ſtubborn 
were her notions of rectitude, that no- 
thing ſhort of the ſolemn tie of mar- 
riage could obtain her. 


« Here then our deliberations were at 

a ſtand. We looked at each other in 
filence. Atlength I thought I perceived 
in the countenance of Lomelina, a fome- 
thing that was ſignificant, atrocious, 
diabolical. I underſtood her meaning— 
The hearts of the wicked are in uniſon 
It was ſufficient. I determined to rid 
myſelf, without delay, of the only bar 
between me and the poſſeſſion of Za- 
rinda. 


C18: 
rinda. The murder of the Counteſs was 
reſolved on, and Lomelina undertook to 
be the perpetrator of the deed. To 
wind up my ingratitude and villainy to 
the higheſt pitch, and that nothing 
might .be wanting to render me a mon- 
ſter deteſtable to earth and heaven, we 
choſe for this horrid deed a juncture, 
when, if any thing could have ſoftened 
ſuch a boſom as mine, there exiſted 
not only cauſe for commiſeration and 
remorſe, but even for a revival of affec- 


tion. 


« My wife was at this time upon the 
eve of child-birth. It was agreed, there- 
fore, that Lomelina fhould be intro- 
duced into my family, as an experienced 
perſon to attend upon the Counteſs, in 
a caſe of ſuch emergency. The Coun- 
teſs ſoon after was deliyered of a ſon, the 
fifth which ſhe had borne me; and joy, 

| {ſincere 
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ſincere in every face but mine, and that 
of the accurſed Lomelina, now reigned 
throughout the palace of Voltello. 


Thou ſeeſt, ſtranger, that I am 
faithful to my promiſe; that I record 
my own actions in the language of 
execration. 


« Amidſt this general joy, the wicked 
inſtrument of my wickedneſs was not 
forgetful of the part which ſhe had un- 
dertaken to perform. In the dead hour 
of midnight, ſhe ſeized the opportunity, 
when the Counteſs had called to her 
for ſome medicine, to mingle with the 
potion a certain whitiſh powder, which 
is known to be a mortal poiſon : and 
this ſhe could the more eaſily effect, as 
the reſt of the nurſes and attendants, 
overcome with watching and fatigue, 
had lain down to take repoſe in different 
; Corners 
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| eotners of the chamber. The deed, 
however, (ſuch is the juſtice of all-ſeeing 
Heaven) did not paſs unperceived, al- 
though its nefarious tendency was un- 
known to the obſerver; for one of the 
damſels, leſs drowſy than her compa- 
nions, ſaw Lomelina take the powder 
from her pocket, infuſe it into the veſ- 
fel, and throw the paper which had 
contained. it, on the floor. This paper 
the damſel afterwards took up. 


« The murderous draught is admi- 
niſtered: the Counteſs——but I will 
not here repeat the particulars of this 
ſhocking tragedy. It is ſufficient to re- 
late, that, ere many minutes had paſſed 
away, that moſt excellent of women was 
no more. The deed thus perpetrated, 
it was given out in the palace, that the 
Counteſs had been attacked with a ſud- 
den malady in the night-time, the vio- 
| lence 
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| atlas of which had put a period t to her 
life, before the neceſſary aſſiſtance of 

phyſicians could be procured. As for 
me, I laboured to appear diſconſolate, $5 
and; with an air of amiable impiety, taxed 
Heaven with being cruel, in thus ſnatch- 
ing from me, in the flower of her days, a 
conſort for whom I had ever felt the 
tendereſt affection. I had the precau- 
tion, notwithſtanding, to give orders for 
the immediate funeral of the Counteſs ; 
a command which gave birth to no little 
ſurpriſe, both in the palace, and A 
out the neighbourhooõd. 

« Meanwhile the damſel already men- 
tioned, diſcloſed to the domeſtics what 
ſhe had been witneſs to with reſpect to 
the powder, and likewiſe produced the 
paper in which it had been contained; 
This paper was inſtantly ſhewn to a per- 
ſon much noted for his ſkill in drugs, 
who, from the ſmell, and more eſpe- 
ER EG TS cially 


Had been privy to the guilt of Lomelina, 


[$ J | 
cially from certain particles ſtill adhering 


to the paper, pronounced the powder to 
be a quiek and ſubtile poiſon, The 


grief and rage of my domeſtics (who 
had adored their deceaſtd lady) were 


undeſeribable: they made ſearch after 


the infamous Lomelitia, and dragged 


Het to the public ptiſon; The body of 
the Counteſs was opened, and undeni- 


able ſymptoms of poiſon were * 


vered in the inteſtines; 


- « And-now ſuſpicion began to glance 


even at me. My precipitate directions 


for ſolemnizing the funeral my having 


; introduced Lomelina into the family, 


expreſsly for the purpoſe of officiating 


as a nurſe; and, more than all, my 


known averſion for the Counteſs ; con- 


firmed the friends and kindred of that 


unfortunate lady in their belief that I 


This 
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This laſt was ſoon after brought to trial 
but, faithful to her agreement with mg, 


and relying on the weight and intereſt 
of my family for ker ſafety, refuſed to di- 
vulge to her judges, and to the world, 
that I had been. the inſtjgator of the 


crime which ſhe had committed. Ag 
the evidence againſt her was clear and 


| inconteſtahle, ſhe was condemned to 
ſuffer death, to the infinite farjsfaction 


of. the citizens of: Palermo. 


e You will readily i imagine, ſtranger, 


that I omitted not to exert my utmoſt 
power and influence in behalf of this 


abominable woman, As I was allied to 


the auguſt houſe which then ſwayed the 
Sicilian ſceptre, I found no difficulty 
in procuring a pardon for. Lomelina 


Here the King of England ſtarted from 
his ſeat, and, frowning, graſped a battle- 


axe, which lay along the mantle- piece; 
G 2 but 
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"but the Lady Carolinetta plucking: him 
by the cloak, he craved pardon of the 


illuſtrious females for tlie ſudden tranſ- 
port where with he had been ſeized, and 
reſumed his ſeat very peaceably]; though, 


at the ſame time, the moſt violent ſuſ- 
picions prevailed againft myſelf, in Pa- 

lermo, and throughout all Sicily; as well 
from the uniform profligacy of my life, 


as from my ſolicitude to ſhelter from the 
Juſt vengeance of the laws fo obnoxious 
and 4 8 a criminal. 


+3 


40 Aſter OR FI the uſual time, 


| with the moſt deteſtable hypocriſy, the 


exterior marks of ſadneſs for the death 
of the murdered Counteſs, I efpoufed 


Zarinda, for whoſe ſake I had been thus 
a villain, and who, notwithſtanding the 
ſuſpicions againſt me, believed, or af- 


fected to believe, the tale which I pro- 
1 with ** to the death of the 
Counteſs. 
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Counteſs. Thus, either from love, or 
from ambition, or from both, ſhe un- 


reluctantly ſurrendered * her charms to 
my 1 „ 


had been ſnatched from the executioner, 
her crime had made too forcible an im- 
preſſion on the minds of men, to be ſuf- 
tered ſoon to paſs into oblivion. Though 
royalty had forgiven it, the nation had 
nor, 


« Whenever I appeared abroad, the 


populace reviled me with the moſt mor- 

tifying epithets; each ſtreet reſounded 
with the curſes they beſtowed on me; 
nor did they even ſpare my ohildren and 


my wife, but hiſſed them, and ſpit on 


them, as they paſſed along, and failed 
not to reproach them with the heredi- 
tary turpitude of the houſe of Voltello. 
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. But EIS the wicked Lomelina 
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. Theſe reiterated affronts, this uni- 


verſal deteſtation, embittered the life 


of my Zarinda ; they preyed upon her 
heart; and, ere long, delivered her to 
the dominion of death. I have encloſed 


a little portrait of that beautiful, but 


hapteſs lady, in the coffer which is deſ- 


tined to contain this hiſtory. It hath 
afforded me, in my retreat, a kind of 
gtoomy recreation to contemplate the 


image of thoſe heavenly charms, that 


were ſnatched from an admiring world 


to an untimely grave; a fate which ſhe 
oed to her being united to a wretch fo 
deſpiſed, ſo abhorred for his unutterable | 


Ry. 


e At length, aftlicted for the loſs of 
ker I loved, haraſfed by the unceaſing 


 Invectives of che Sicilians, and even in 
apprehenſion for the ſafety of my per- 


uh I — cles reſolution to depart, 


and 


: 


(3 + | 
and devote the remnant of my remorſe. 
ful days to ſolitude in ſome region far 
remote from Sicily. | Purſuant to this 
determination, I diſtributed my children 
amongſt their uncles and their aunts, 
And, having bidden them an affectionate 
farewell, took ſhipping from Palermo 
in the dead of night {for the populace 
had threatened to ſtone me), and failed 
for the city of Marſeilles. I travelled 
. thence into Germany, and, having wan 
dered for a conſiderable period of time, 
in queſt of a convenient -cavern, at 
Jength fixed my abode beneath the yene+ 
rable rocks which overhang the margin 
of a ſmooth and limpid riv@;, in the 
neighbourhood of the Caſtle of the Lake.” 
Here ended the hiſtory of Voltello. 
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moſt; courtgouſly thanked the minſtrel 
for his trouble; the King of England 


ſwore by the head of holy Domi- 


nick, that, had he been i in poſſeſſion of 


the throne of Sicily; Lomelina ſhould 


Have a Fandige: er. 


Ad 3 it is to "he noted, 1 the 


Lady: Urſulina, a woman of a devout 
tendency, was at divers times diſſatisfied 


with the exclamations of King Richard, 
in which the names of the Apoſtles, and 


other bleſſed people, were vainly and 


profanely introduced; a circumſtance 


which cauſec ed that virtuous relict ever 


1 and anon to turn her eyes upwards, and 


alſo-ſhrug her ſhoulders i in ſilent amaze 


592 horror. T7 


One 


| - 
em... 
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One day (for I will digreſs a little, 
While upon this topic), as ſhe and the 
heroic Cæur-de-Lion were ſitting by the 
fire- ſide, ſhe informed him in a mild 
voice, that ſhe had ſomewhat of magni- 
tude to impart to him. The King of 
England, who ſuppoſed for certain, that 
the relict of Sir Lodowick had a boon 
to crave, and doubtleſs meant to employ 
the vigour of his valiant arm in ſome 
chivalrous achievement, drew nearer to 
her corner, and diſpoſed himſelf to liſten | 
to her deſire. Whereupon the Lady 
Urſulina accoſted him in theſe words: 
—& It is with pity und diſpleaſure, il- 
luſtrious Knight, that I have long ob- 
ſerved, in one of your noble and rare 
qualities, a moſt vehement inclination 
to ſwearing. Without doubt, continued 
ſhe, it was leſs from choice than cuſtom 
that you have made this terrifying pro- 
greſs in profaneneſs. I am grieved, nay 
IT lam 
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I am ſhocked at the reiterated offences 
of this kind which you commit, and 
conjure you to forego the irreligious 
| habitude. Lo! the impudent Sir Leo- 
pold, who annoys me with his addreſſes, 
and perſecutes me with faſhionable mi- 
ment, knowing my juſt abhorrence of 
raſh and frequent ſwearing, placed a 
guard upon his lips in my preſence, 
nor ever uttered an oath, except a few 
that were too feeble to offend even in a 
monaſtery.” + 


"a =” - 


To „ 


She ſaid; and the King of England, 
who was clearly ſatisfied of the juſtneſs 
-of her ſentiments, but loved neverthe- 
Jeſs to divert himſelf with her humour, 
replied to the Lady Urſulina as follows: 
Ry the beard of St. Catherine, illuſ- 
trious and pious lady, ¶ Here the relict 
of Sir Lodowick uplifted both her 


hands] I can ſee but little miſchief in 
that 


1 
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that of which you complain. I am nat 
the manner of man that would afflict 
your virtuous ears with aught that was, 
truly ſpeaking, either immoral or unſa- 
lutary. For know, religious relict, that 
ſwearing is a matter of more importance 
than you are well aware of. The ſtre- 
nuous Chriſtian ſwears to evince that he 
is a Chriſtian. [Here a ſhrug from the 
Lady Urſulina.] He doeth honour to 
the ſaints, by ever and anon reminding 
us of their ſanctity in this world, and of 
their intereſt in the next. Bleſſed Gre- 
gory! how many fooliſh and inconſi- 
derate perſons would utterly forget that 
there were any ſaints in Heaven, were it 
not for the exertions of the diligent and 
hearty ſwearer ! | Here a ſecond ſhrug 
from the Lady Urſulina.] By the bones 
of holy Nicholas, I can fee no miſchief 
in it. As for me, I was indulged in 
ſwearing from my childhood ¶ Here the 
Lady 
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Lady U rlulina turned up her eyes], and 
have ever ſince been noted for many 
pleaſing imprecations. © Nevertheleſs, 
auſtere and exemplary lady, I would 
endeavour (by the eyebrows of Saint 
Winifred I would) to debar myſelf of ſo 
uſeful an auxiliary, as an oath is now 
and then, were it only to give pleaſure 
to a widow of your high worth, and 
moſt delicate turn of conſcience.” 


So ſpake King Richard. To whom 
the relict of Sir Lodowick :—* How an 
-oath, illuſtrious warrior, can in any 
wiſe be uſeful, unleſs upon ſolemn oc- 
cCaſions, is, I confeſs, to me a matter 
'of much ſurpriſe. [Here a dialogue 
enſued with ſuch incredible velocity, 
that the pen of the hiſtorian, in order to 
keep pace with it, is conſtrained to omit 
naming the characters, as they ſpoke, but 


leaves that particular to the ſhrewd and 
diſcerning 


* 


22 
a” 


f ns 
diſcerning reader.) On the contrary, 


Sir Knight, continued the Lady Urſu- 


lina, it is a foul e of Chri- 
tian civility. CET! 


« By the battlements of Jeruſalem, I 
can ſee no harm in ſwearing.” | 


© It ſhocks the ears of the devout.” 


It reminds the wicked of their re- 
ligion.” k, | 


c It debaſes hervic dn: £3 
2 Ic invigorates diſcourſe.” 


© It is a clog to colloquial inter- 
courſe.” 


« It is the 0 wheel of converſation.” 
The refuge of the illiterate.” 
The privilege of the high. born. 
1. A grand ſcandal to the Ann | 
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S grand comfort. to the laity. * 


. e A ſtamp of vulgar ſtation.” 
« An evidence of nobility.” 

| Woe to ye hereafter !* 
Ty Not a faint but will forgive u. 
8 1 83 ne know why.” 


« Becauſe we : ſwear by "WT for their 
credit and their glory. Were you a faint 


yourſelf, you would like to be remem- 


F 
* It is a mean fort of thing.” 
* It breathes an air of bravery.” 
 « Tunterly deny that.” 
« Body of Saint Benedict | Lady wi- 


— 


dow, what would you have? Neverthe- 
leſs, (to ſpeak like a courteous kind of 
perſon) I vow to bleſſed Margery, I will 


nor 


\ 
| 


L I 

not ſwear an oath. (at leaſt a loud one) 
in your noble and godly preſence, while 
I ſojourn at this caſtle, albeit the cuſ- 
tom is engrafted in my conſtitution, and 
my very organs of utterance are, in a 
manner, formed for ſwearing ; but, on 
the contrary will, when I perceive an 
oath intrude itſelf into what I am about 
to fay, ſwear it ſoftly. to myſelf, and 
give you, auguſt lady, the remainder at 
it ought to be,” 


So ſpake King Richard; and the Lady 


Urſulina, ſtroaking her black cat, which 


purred beſide her, ſnewed ſymptoms of 
being ſatisfied with this knightly decla- 


ration. But it is time, patient reader, 


to return to the ſubject from which we 
have digreſſed. 
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5 OLTELLO, the Anchiret of the 


© ._" Noelb, havitig deſcribed" his habitatin 


. FER 5 775 be ſituated in the neighbourhood _ 
mee castle of the Lake, the Lady Urſulina 


o 


dle, an interview with him. The ve- 


8 5 nerable uſher! was diligent in his ſearch, 


3 ; Got at length arrived at a remote and 


: * Ph 


3 * 


- 


Vretched cottage,” not far from the river 
. Already mentioned in this hitory. Its 
. inhabitants informed him chat they had 
23 frequently ſeen the perſon of whom he 
5 | uas in queſt, but that, alas! he was now 
5 no more. A violent fall of rain having 


1 


©. ſwelled. the neighbouring torrents, the 


river roſe with che augmentation of its 
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Vaters, overflowed its boundaries in the 


dead of night, burſt into the cavern of 
the unhappy hermit, and deſtroyed him. 


His body, added they, was found float- 


ing on the ſtream, as ſoon as day ap- 
peared, together with certain articles, 
of which the furniture of his habitation 


had been compoſed. They concluded 


with declaring, that the deceaſed had 
never ſeemed to be, in truth, a holy per- 
ſon; and that in his looks there was an 
air of villany, which had deterred the 
country people from applying. to him 
for his prayers, or for any Oe con- 
ſolation. N 


With this intelligence Jeronimo re- 
turned. His relation accounted ſatis- 
factorily for the coffer, and for the wri- 


ting and the picture contained within it. 


Very many reflections were made by the 


auguſt company, with N to the fate 
Vol. I. E of 
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of Voltello; and the Lady Urſulina Utter. 
ed divers moral notions, which, it is 
| heartily to be lamented, the limits of 
this narration will not ſuffer me to 


Many hoſpitable and joyous days did 
the magnanimous King of England ex- 
perience at the Caſtle of the Lake. At 
length the minſtrel Firzherbert, alarmed 
| behold him upon the throne of his pro- 
genitoxs, accoſted him one evening as 
follows: Unconquerable ſovereign of 
a wiſe and warlike nation, why delay to 
continue your travel, and rejoice the 
eyes and hearts. of your impatient peo- 
ple with the. preſence of their long-loſt 
Richard? Doth it beſeem the heroic 
Caur-de-Lion,to waſte, amidſt the foreſts 
of Germany (Germany, where you bave 
_ ſuch 2 ſuch. woe), thoſe 

ineſtiwable 


| I 9g] 
ineſtimable hours which the duties of 
his royal poſt, and the diſorders of a 
Ekingleſs empire, now with urgency de- 
mand? Recollect, illuſtrious hero, the 
renown which you have gathered. in the 
bleſſed land of Paleſtine, thoſe triumphs 
that were the fruit of your wiſdom and 
intrepidity; and return, while: yet you 
may, to a loyal and admiring kingdom, 
to enjoy undiſturbed the celebrity of 
your victories. Methinks I fee the ſhade 
of your father Henry ariſe; methinks 
I hear the echo of his lordly voice, re- 
minding you of the rich and wide- 
extended realms which, in death, he 
ſurrendered to your rule and conſerva- 
tion, and exhorting you to uphold the 
fame of the royal houſe of the Plan- 
tagenets. Let us then depart, O king, 
without delay, and purſue the neareſt 
road to the borders of the ocean. The 


2 — is ſafe within theſe walls; 
572 H 2 | neither 


L 1600 1 
neither the arts nor the violence of Sif 
Leopold can reach her; ſhe may dif- 
penſe with that knightly care which you 
| have — to W on her.” A 


PIR 


1 


FPitaberbert Ain Gan; 400 the Mo. | 


narch, having muſed for ſonie moments, 
_ replied; to him. in theſe expreſſons::— 
_ « Minſtrel, the care of England is ever 

next my heart. That I have tarried 
_ awhile in: this caſtle, was a courteſy due 


to the doleful relict of Sir Lodowick, 


whoſe uſher (and indeed herſelf) im- 
plored me to befriend her with the 
vigour of my arm, in her preſent dan- 
gerous condition not to mention that 

the attractions of her incomparable god- 
daughter have acquired that ſweet ſway 
over my ill-defended heart, which beauty 

and pleaſantneſs are accuſtomed to main- 
tain over the knightly and courteous- 
| minded, at all ſcafons, and in all places. 
; » Never- 


8 E. 
Nevertheleſs, Fitzherbert, fince thy words 
are fraught with ſincerity and wiſdom, 
and my gallant people of England now 
languiſh for my return, I will at once 
break through thoſe toils which love 
hath laid to enſnare me, and, ere ano- 
ther ſun hath aſcended to its meridian, 
will take leave of the Lady Urſulina, 
and the adorable Carolinetta,”? 

So ſpake King Richard. Fitzherbert, 
full of joy, repaired ſpeedily to the ſta- 
ble, with intent to crop and rectify the 
courſer of the King, and his own ac- 
compliſhed palfrey. Moreover, he cauſed 
the royal armour to be ſcoured. 


And now night had with her ſolemn 
government ſucceeded the departed day, 
and preparation was -made in the hall 
for the final repaſt which King Richard 
and the minſtrel were to enjoy at the 

H 3 Caſtle 


: c 0 1 
Caftle of che Lake. Ere long, the viands 
ſmoked upon the table. The relict of 
Sir Lodow ick, and the lady Carolinetta, 
demeaned themſelves with their wonted 
affahility. Much witty diſcourſe went 
round. At length, the viands being re- 
moved, and the bowls of choiceſt beve- 
rage filled up to their ſilver margins, 
and handed to the Lady Urſulina and 
her ineſtimable god- daughter, who neat- 
ly and diſcretely ſipped as much as ſeem- 
ed becoming them, the Monarch of 
England accoſted in theſe words his 
grave and attentive hoſteſs : © Many 
and great kindnefſes, hoſpitable and 
noble lady, have the minſtrel and my- 
ſelf received in this your caſtle : never, 
while the breath of life inſpirits this 
mortal frame, ſhall' they be excluded 
from my memory. Nevertheleſs, illuſ- 
trious lady, ſince your audacious perſe- 
cutor is effectually defeated, as well by 
| | | FH /--. as 


1 


the wiſdom and fidelity of your uſher, 
as by the force and ſituation of the for- 
treſs in which you dwell, eſteem it not 
unknightly if now I crave your per- 
miſſion, lady, to depart, and exerciſe my 
ſword where peradventure it may he 
needful. Various, and perilous, and ur- 
gent, and ſublime, are the calls and oc- 
caſions of chivalry. Iniquity now ſtalks, 
like a gianteſs, upon earth: ſhe treads 
down the poor and the feeble : the va- 
lorous and the ſtrong are their ſole ſuc- 

cour and conſolation. I vow to the = 

[Here King Richard, forgetful of his 
recent promiſe, was about to violate de- 
votion ; but, on à ſudden, recollecting 
hitnſelf, ſuppreſſed the riſing oath.] 1 - 
fay, courteous and ificomparable lady, 

that the vigour of my arm is very ne- 

ceſſary to the miſerable, and therefore 

pray your leave to reſume my purpoſed 
a ES 1:55 travel, 


L 104 J 
travel. And you, celeſtial paragon of 
innocence and beauty continued the 
heroic Richard, addreſſing the Lady 
Caxolinetta], conſider not this departure 
as a violation of that love with which 
your worth and beauty have ſo occupied 
my heart; but eſteem it, I beſeech you, 
as redounding to your glory; inaſmuch 
as, peerleſs virgin, every victory I may 
win muſt be aſcribed to the dear in- 
fluence of your attractions, and compoſe 
ſo many monuments to your merit and 
my fidelity. This arm is to be the 
pillar of your fame. Therefore, celeſtial 
lady, belieye me your unaltered knight, 
nor view with offended eyes my depar- 
ture from this caſtle, Idleneſs is the - 
bane of knighthood and of renown ; and 
honour, once debaſed, can never more 
remount to its original ſublimity. 
5g 


' 


| [ 205 J | 
So ſpake the King of England. A 
ſmile and a bluſh together adorned: the 
face of the lovely Carolinetta, whilſt the 
Lady Urſulina, in a brief and benignant 
manner, thus replied to the petition of 
her royal gueſt: “ Now far be it from 
me, ' moſt courteous and gallant Knight, 
to detain your valorous arm from the 
field of great adventure. Go; and may 
the high Heavens prove propitious to 
your chivalry !”* She ſaid, and, having 


plucked off from her finger a jewel of 


grand price, preſented it to Cæur-de- 
Lion, as a memorig} of her gratitude ; 
then, riſing, bade him farewel, and 

retired amidſt her damſels. © 


Nor was the gentle Carolinetta diſ- 
inclined to imitate the example of her 
grateful godmother, but drew from her 
hand a glove, the whiteneſs of which, 

x | the 


„„ OO LY 
the hue of that hand alone could emu- 
late; this, embelliſhed with a golden 
fringe, ſhe gave to the enambured Rich- 
ard; then dropped a cryſtal tear, and 
departed to her bed-chamber. 
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CHAP. X. 


Tur ſun, on the enſuing morn, had 
ſcarce lifted his reſplendent orb above 
the eaſtern horizon, when Fitzherbert 
rouſed his ſovereign to leave the Caſtle 
of the Lake. Arlino ſnorted, and ſhook 
his mane for joy; the minſtrel beſtrode 
his palfrey. Having croſſed the ex- 
panſe of water in the wherry of the Lady 
Urſulina, they directed their courſers 
towards the kingdom of Bohemia. Far 
they had not journeyed, when they deſ- 
ſcried a tall knight, behind whom rode 
a ſquire who was conſide rably ſhort of 
ſtature. The minſtreb advanced, and 
enquired of him the name of his lord. 
The warrior whom I ſerve,” replied 
the fquire of little ſtature, & is entitled 
Sir Rodolpho, or the Knight of the 
| Pitcher ; 
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municative temper, refrained his courſer 
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Piteber; che form of which utenſil i is 


W on his target.“ 


Be this time the King of England 
had come near enough to ſalute Sir 
Rodolpho, which courteſy the latter re- 
turned with a graceful and gallant de- 
meanour. As they travelled in the ſame 
direction, they joined company at the 


requeſt of King Richard, who, ill able 


to ſubdue his curioſity to learn why Sir 
Rodolpho was entitled the Knight of the 


Pitcher, and alfo why he was attended 


by a ſquire of ſuch brief ſtature, took 
occaſion, when they had diſcourſed for 
a little while on chivalry, to beſeech him 
to unfold the motives of theſe extraor- 


* a 


| da, who delighted in acts of 
courteſy, and was moreover of a com- 


to 
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to an eaſy trot, and addreſſed the King 
of England as follows: —“ Many, Sir 
Knight, like you, have marvelled at the 
diſparity between my ſquire and myſelf. 
It hath not always been my cuſtom to 
entertain in my ſervice a perſon ſo dimi- 
nutive in ſtature. Few knights, in the 
kingdom of Bohemia, have been at- 
tended by taller ſquires. But know, 
Sir, that they proved to be ſuch a nui- 
ſance, and ſuch an expence, that my 
revenue, which is moderate, became 

unequal to the burthen. As I myſelf 
am tall, theſe ſquires, of whom I com- 
plain, made no ſcruple to wear either 
my armour or my apparel, whenſoever I 
was abſent, and ſometimes even when I 
was at home. Arrayed in my beſt gar- 
ment, or in my beſt coat of mail, my 
 {quire, in the duſk of evening, would 
iſſue forth from my caſtle, to ſome ren- 
dezvous of damſels and petty. people in 
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the neighbourhood : there, within ſome 


barn, or in the receſſes of ſome thicket, 
did he tilt for the love of doxies, and 


prepoſterouſly aſpire to imitate the ſub- 
 limities of chivalry. And doubtleſs, 
Sir Knight, the ſquires of divers other 
perſonages were guilty of the like de- 


pravity. Every month had I to pur- 
chaſe a new morion, or a new target; 
the cunning varlets inſiſting that it had 
been battered upon myſelf, in this or 


that encounter, with fuch or ſuch a 
knight, in certain dreadful foreſts, or at 
the laſt gorgeous tournament in which 


I had been a champion. In fine, my 
faireſt habergeons were ſcratched and 


rendered ſhameful, my doublets, hoſe, 
and breeches, . without remorſe. 


= « Whereupon, Sir, 1 ais as my 
only defence againſt this ſpecies of mal- 
treatment, to be provided ever after with 
a {quire 


Linn 
a ſquire whoſe dimenſions ſhould be diſ- 
neither my armour nor my habiliments 
would fit. And now, thanks to this de- 
vice, I enjoy the juſt uſe and ſatisfaction 
of my wearables. 


„With reſpect to the armorial enſign 
which is emblazoned upon my target, 
and from which I haye received the 
addition of Knight of the Pitcher, the 
gccafion, Sir Knight, was as follows:. 
One day, as 1 purſued. my journey 
through a deep and gloomy hollow, in 
queſt of brave adventures, mine ears 
were of a ſudden aſſailed by a moſt ſin- 
gular and doleful found, - which pro- 
ceeded from a caſtle on the brow of an 
impending cliff, that formed one of the 
des of the hollow. I pauſe, I liſten, I 
diſmount from my ſteed, and commit 
dim to the care of my ſquire; then, 

| climb- 
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cli bing! the rude cliff, endeavour to 
reach the caſtle. 1 ſucceeded i in the at- 
tempt, and: placed. myſelf under the 
LEE >> caſement of a chamber from which the 
bak C ſtrange ſound ſeemed to iſſue. 


wh 2 | As, ever and anon, there came an 
| interval of ſilence, I ſeized the oppor- 
1200  _ tunity, and elevating my voice, en- 
EE quired - if any- perſons: much . afflicted 
_ {2 "FE were in the chamber; for that I, as was 
| the duty of a genuine ſon of chivalry, 
ſtood ready to aſſiſt and conſole them. 
Whereupon (O wonderous !) a voice, as 
if proceeding from the inſide of a 
pitcher, in a mournful key replied me 
in the following expreſſions: Kind 
5 ſtranger, for the love of the Virgin, go 
round to the caſtle gate, which I know 
you will find open; and proceed through 
of | the great hall to a narrow paſſage on the 
LY 1 nu. which will lead you to * of 
0 85 . 3 ſteps, 
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ſteps, up which, for the ſake of heaven, 

aſcend; thoſe paſt, turn a little to the 
right, where a, gallery ſomewhat diſmal 
will conduct you to this apartment. Be 
ſpeedy, benignant ſtranger; for I am 
verily in great miſery. Here the voice, 
with a Parent wo concluged.. 


e I A my diſtreſſed e. and, 
aſter various turnings and windings, ar- 
rived at a remote chamber. The door 
ſtood wide open: 1 entered, and, to my 
utter aſtoniſhment, beheld a middle- 
aged man (who, from his veſtments, 
appeared to be a: perſon of high condi- 
tion) bent down upon a large table, with 
his head, to the very ſhoulders, . en- 
cloſed in an earthen pitcher, through 

the ſides of which his voice produced a 
miſerable and odd ſound. But, irkſome 
as his plight muſt have been, and ſtrong 
as my defire was to releaſe him, I was 

Vol. I. 2s never- 


-- 


| I | 
nevertheleſs ſo ſtruck with the "novelty 


of the ſpectacle, that I remained for 


ſome minutes without motion; then gave 


a looſe to —_—_— en and 


exceſſive. CI 2 eigne 

« At ih rouſed by the reiterated 
lamentations of the ſufferer, I advanced 
up to the table, and, with the handle of 
my battle-axe, gently ſmote the veflel; 
which incontinently fell to pieces. The 
perſon who had been thus tormented, 
ſtarted up in a tranſport of delight, and 
thanked me in courteous terms for ha- 
ving effected his deliverance. In return, 
J aſked him by what means he had been 


betrayed into a ſituation ſo ludicrous 


and extraordinary; whether by the 


power of enchantment, or by the vil- 


lainy of his domeſtics, or, in fine; 
0" the” devices of ſome vindictive 
enemy. 


En 
enemy. At the fame time I ſtruggled 
to overcome my riſing laughter, leſt the 
effuſions of my merriment ſhould fur- 
ther diſconcert the already- chagrined 
ſufferer, who, having ſhed a ſew tears, 
and ſobbed, ſate down, and wiped his 
eyes, and replied to me as follows: 


Neither the power of enchantment, 
nor the villainy of domeſtics, nor the 
devices of an enemy, reduced me to the 
predicament out of which you have juſt 
redeemed me; but my own unexampled 
folly, which hath attended me from my 
very youth, and which, in this parti- 
cular, proved inveterate and invincible. 
You muſt know, benignant knight, that 
I am a baron of glorious anceſtry, and 
addicted not a little to the love of cer- 
tain ſweet-meats, which thoſe ſkilled in 
the compoſition of rich and rare con- 
fections, are accuſtomed to keep in jars, 

I I 2 to 


f 116 "2 
go, the end chat they may remain unin- 
jured for a long ſpace of time, and defy 
the walignity of the weather. Many 
veſſels of theſe junkets have I conſumed, 
courtecus ſtranges, ſince I have been ip 

the poſſeſſion of this caſtle ; but (as my 

evil ſtars deſigned. it, or elſe for ſome 

fin that F have committed) on this in- 

auſpicious day, having finiſhed the re- 

mainder af certain preſerved fruits, with 

"which this accurſed veſſel, the frag- 
ments of which now lie ſcattered. on the 

floor, had been filled in former years, 
I imagined,. (wretch as I am I) that 1 

beheld ſome candied fubftance encruſt- 

ug the inſide of the veſſel, with bere 

-y and there, ſorac ſirup. which appeared ſo 
- 0 very alluring, that 1 * eee 
| 7 4 n Wan iS 
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a bead ———— down . into the 
8 1 | veſſel, 
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veſſel, till my lips touched the very bet- 
tom. Fool chat I was, I might have 
ſcraped off, with my fingers, the ſirup 
that was the object of my deſire; but, 
with the voracity and nicety of an Api- 
cius or an Heliogabalus, I dived into 
the veſſel, conjecturing that, to lick the 
ſides of the pitcher itſelf would com- 
pletely enable me to acquire its contents, 
and even contribute to increaſe the deli- 
cacy of their flavour. True it is, I was - 
gratified to the fulneſs of my deſire: 1 
licked both the bottom and the ſides: I 
rioted in this cavern of ſweetneſs. 


But, alas! when all was. obtained, and 
J endeavoured to withdraw from the 
pitcher, I found that, in ſpite of every 
effort at extrication, my head muſt un- 
avoidably continue where it lay. Had 
the pitcher been a light one, I could, 

doubtleſs, have freed fnyſelf from the 
1 13 incum- 
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incumbrance at a moment, by daſhing 


it againſt the wall or the table; but, 
to add to my diſtreſs, it happened to be 
a very ponderous and unwieldy piece of 
earthen- ware, and utterly beyond my 
{kill or ſtrength to overcome. 


1 now felt the horror of my ſituation 


in its full force: I roared for very vexa- 


tion: but my people had gone abroad, 


and there was none left to relieve me. 


I wept, Sir Knight, till the veſſel was half 
filled with my tears : the deep and hol- 
low murmur of my voice affrighred me: 
I remained at once a ridiculous and a 
lamentable ſpectacle. At length (bleſſ- 
ed be the Saint who ſent you!) I heard 


your welcome ſummons from below, 


and conſidered my enlargement as in- 
dubitable 


« Here 


[ 229 J 
Here the Baron concluded his ſtory. 
We then commenced a very precious 
diſcourſe concerning the moral good 
that might be extracted from this cir- 
cumſtance. We viewed it in a ſerious 
light, and looked (by way of allegory) 
on the pitcher, as an image of the vo- 
luptuouſneſs of life ; and on the Baron, 
as a picture of ungovernable concu- 
piſcence, which, diſſatisfied with a juſt 
and temperate ſhare of pleaſures, and 
ſuch as are readily and comfortably to 
be attained, will ſeize them by irregular 
methods, will run the bead into the pitcher, 
and inordinately thirſt for the very —_ 
of enjoyment, 


« This topic diſpoſed of, we entered 
into the nature of man in general; after 
which, having advanced a few - ideas 
about avarice, and the miſconceived opi- 
nions with reſpect to earthly happineſs, 

I + we 
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we digreſſed, or rather made a tranſition 


to a matter, which the Baron had more 


nearly at heart, and which he unfolded 


to me as follows: The misfortune 


which I have experienced, benignant 
and noble knight, is of a nature indeed 
ſo comic, and yet ſo diſagreeable, that 
I would bury it, if poſſible, in everlaſting 


oblivion. Happily, not even my own 
domeſtics have witneſſed it: none, but 
yourſelf, Sir Knight, hath been acquaint. 


ed with my diſgrace, Reveal not, 1 
beſeech you, my name, nor aught elſe 
that might conduce to a.diſcovery. Re- 
late the miſadventure (it were abſurd to 


debar you from that pleaſure); but con- 


ceal the ſufferer, For know, illuſtrious 
knight, that J have a kinfman, a great 


baron, whoſe poſſeſſions are rich and 
ample, and who, being childleſs, hath 
an intention of declaring me his ſuc- 
ceſſor. Nevertheleſs, were he to hear of 


this 


1 
this calamity, he would aſſuredly with⸗ 
draw from me his favour: for he is a 
man of a proud mind, and could ill brook 
the idea, that a circumſtance ſo 1 
ſhould- have 49:4 in our . 
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80 10 the Aron, hn I had li- 
berated from the pitcher. I aſſured him, 
upon the honour of a knight, and upon 
the faith of a true Chriſtian, that, how= 
ever I might be tempted to relate the 
e J would diligently conceal his 

I bade him be of good cheer, 
pers as the fecret ſhould attend me to 

the grave. | 


The Baron was ſatisfied: he embraced 
me with fervour, and expreffed his grate- 
ful ſenſe of my benignity, in language 
the moſt lofty and refined, We care- 
fully collected the fragments of the 
—_ leſt his people, when they re- 
turned, 
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| quid) ſhould be inclined to ſuſpect 
what had happened. I then bade him 
farewel (my time not permitting me to 
taſte of his hoſpitality), and deſcended 
the cliff to my ſquire, who was waiting 
with ſome anxiety for the iflue of my 
adventure, 


p * * : 


c As I was then but young in arms, 
and had achieved no high exploit, from 
which I might adopt an armorial enſign 
for my target, I determined that this 
adventure, more laughable than illuſtri- 
ous, ſhould furniſh the device by which 
I was to be known ever after amongſt 
the children of chivalry. For this end 
I halted at the neareſt city, and gave a 
painter fix florins for emblazoning on 
my target a pitcher /ab/z in a field or. 


Thus, Sir Knight, have I explained 
to you the two objects of your curioſity, 
| | the 


„ 
che brief ſtature of my attendant, and 
the ſingular device I carry.“ 


gBody of Saint Benedict! exclaimed 
the King of England, “ your adventure, 
good Sir Knight, is without fellow in 
any chronicle that treats of knightly 
enterprize. So jocular an achievement 
never yet was known to mankind. Nei- 
ther Rowland, nor Rinaldo, nor any one 
of the Peers of Charlemagne, could 
match it in all their chivalry. I thank 
you very cordially, Sir Knight, for your 
' narration.” Thus ſpake the royal 
Richard, Büker 
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CHAP. XI. | 


TRE two knights were now arrived 
upon the borders of a foreſt. Ere long 
they perceived a palfrey enjoying the 
tender herbage which flouriſhed beneath 
the trees. His fleſh was plump, his 
ſkin fleek, his houſings gay and magni- 
ficent. At a little diſtance from him 
grazed another that was equally fat and 
ſmooth, although-leſs gorgeouſly capa+ 
riſoned, © 


The King of England and the Knight 
of the Pitcher agreed to enter the foreſt, 

conjecturing that they ſhould there meet 
with ſome illuſtrious perſons to whom 
theſe palfreys might belong. Having 
advanced for ſeveral paces, they at length 

| beheld a lady of a venerable and afflicted 
aſpect, who, with two other perſons, 


C 8 3 
was ſitting beneath the ſhade of a very 
ancient oak, that majeſtically ſpread his 
boughs to befriend them. Now, reader, 
theſe three perfons were no other than 
the Lady Abbeſs of Heidelberg, accom- 
ee, and her dwarf. . 


No 8 had the valiant N 
* tegether with Sir Rodolpho, 
made his appearance in the preſence of 
the lady already mentioned, than the 
King with a courteous air thus accoſted 
her :—* Peradventure, | reverend lady, 
ſome unknightly indignity, or ſome ſoul 
wrong, hath been offered to your ſacro- 
fanct perſon, in this dreary and tremen- 
dous wilderneſs, a place abounding, as 
1 deem, with perils, and infeſted by 
caitiffs who have pity neither for ſex nor 
for. condition. Dangerous, very dan- 
gerous, in good truth, is it, reyerend 
lady, for women of your rank, . Bay, of 
any 


2, . 
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, 
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any rank Whatſoever, to ride raſhly "= 


theſe deſerts, with no other defenders 
Than an Uſher and a dwarf. Neverthe- 


ets, teverend lady, if any in this foreſt 


have done outrage to yourſelf, or to 
theſe your humble © followers, conſider 

I beſeech you, as your avenger, 
bred ' employ the vigour of my arm how 
and where it ſhall ſeem Fam 40 on” 


80 pale u m peetleſi Wb and 
Rodolpho, glorying i in the grand exam- 
ple, then made to the Lady Abbeſs the 
| like proffer of his ſervice : to both of 
whom ſhe replied in the words which 
follow: No outrage, courteous and 


| heroic knights, have J indeed ſuffered 


in my perſon ;. although grievouſly af- 


flicted in mind, becauſe of a certain 
miſchief which this day hath come to 
paſs, and which, for aught I know, may 


OE 3 irreparable. Know then, 
courteous 


- 


L. 


courteous s knights, dun I am * ge wy | 


ame 


ond or forty ow with approba- 
tion and tranquillity, Many a comely 
maiden hath eſcaped, beneath my roof, 
the ſnares and perils of an ungodly 
. world, and ſecured a ſeat in heaven by 

her auſterities on earth. | 


FEE 


tranſitory, and good- fortune ſo long 


enjoyed might at length expect a reverſe, 
the time, brave Sirs, arrived, at which 
I, careful as I was, ſhould undergo 4 
keen diſaſter. The Abbey of Heidel- 
berg being wonderouſly old, and, like 
moſt things that are old, in a ſtate: of 
declination, the devout King of Bohe- 
mia, in expectation of a bleſſing either 
here or hereafter, invited us to take up 
our abode in a new edifice, which he 
had founded for the reception of a reli- 

gious 
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gious ſociety... The ſituation was ſalu- 
brious, the ſoil fertile, the proſpect ex- 
tenſive and delicious; moreover, it was 


in a very good neighbourhood. Where- 


upon, without heſitation, I accepted the 
magnificent and pious offer, and gave 
warning to the ſiſters to prepare for our 
departure. r 


* Accordingly one morning, about a 
little after fun-riſe, the ſiſters. and my- 
{elf mounted every one a palfrey; the 


officers of the convent, and the reſt of 


the houſhold, followed us in decorous 
order; in fine, nothing was found want- 
ing to the proſperity of our migration. 
For three days did we travel without 
meeting any miſhap, and I already ex- 
ulted in ſecret at the propriety, and pru- 
dence, and ſucceſs, with which I had 
conducted the damfels whom —_ 


kad confided to me. 


« Bur, 
65 
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But, alas! courteous and conſiderate 
warriors, no ſooner had we arrived 
within the limits of this foreſt, than 
| Satan, that black enemy to all that is 
good and peaceable, ſuggeſted it to the 
ſiſters, that if the yoke of religion lay 
heavy upon their necks, there was now 
an opportunity to ſnake it off for ever, 
and re-mingle with that world which 
they had ſo thoughtleſsly abandoned. 
Full therefore of this idea, the ſiſters, 
who but a little while before were moſt 
devout and well-ſatisfied virgins, on a 
ſudden whipped their palfreys; and fled 
through divers alleys with a e in- 
conceivable. 


„Of ſeven and forty damſels who 
compoſed our late community, not one 
continued faithful to her duty; ſo ge- 
neral was the love of licentiouſneſs, ſo 
unanimous the revolt. And now, wretch | 
Vor, I. 3 that 


* 


be ; then lamented with tears 


L 0 J 
that I am! are theſe diſobedient virgins 
{virgins did 1 fay ? Bleſſed Catharine! 
who can tell what may have happened to 


them ?) diſperſed in various troops 


throughout this deſert; while here fit], 
a decrepit Abbeſs of fourſcore, both 


vered and weary with my travel, and 


uncertain whether ever again I thafl be- 


hold thoſe bewitched and devil- directed 


damfels. It is true, I have diſpatched 


fundry perſons in purſuit of chem: the 


facriſtan, the ſexton, the confeſſor, the 


verger, the choriſters, the porter, and 
the warden of the buttery, have ſet out 
in different directions, to try if perad- 
venture they can recover all or any of 


them. But I fear me, that the damſels 
are 5 time e Alas! alas! 
alas! 

Here ended the Lady Abbeſs of 


) 


EE 
very bitterly. To whom the King of 
England thus benignantly replied :— 
_ & Tt is yet too ſoon; good lady, to de- 
ſpair of the return of thoſe virgins whom 
you bewail, and who, doubtleſs, by way 
of paſtime, have withdrawn for a little 
while, to explore the -pleaſant regions 
of this foreſt, For know, venerable 
and diſcreet lady, that the operation of 
the freſh air upon the nerves and ſenſes 
of perſons little uſed to fuch excur- 
ſions, is apt, not unfrequently, to be- 
get a fudden hilarity, and a defire of 
recreation, efpecially in youthful minds. 
Recollect,. my Lady Abbeſs; your own 
juvenile propenſities, ere you were de- 
dicated to the ſervice of Heaven, and 
ere you ſhrouded from the view of 
mortals, thoſe unpatalleled perfections, 
of which, I dare be ſworn, you were 
one day the envied miſtreſs. I judge, 
venerable lady, from the remnants I 

4 K 2 no 
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1 ; now behold. [Here the Abbeſs' of 

WW Heidelberg rebuked the King of Eng- 
= land; nevertheleſs ſhe compoſed her 

ruff, and caſt a look of ſatisfaction at 


dim. ] Eſteem not then your flock ag 
| altogether irredeemable. This noble 


knight and I, and even the minſtrel 
»Þ and the ſquire, will forthwith explore 
_ the foreſt,” and deſcribe to the holy 

\ | ſiſters, if perchance we meet them 
(and I truſt we ſhall), the immeaſura- 
ble affliction you are ſuffering for their 


So ſpake the peerleſs Richard, and, 
without further delay, wheeled his ſteed 
| towards a narrow pathway which winded 
© "amongſt the trees. The Knight of the 
” Pitcher purſued a different track, as did 
Rs . likewiſe the minſtrel, and the ſquire of 
605 ſhort ſtature. 
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CHAP. XII. 


AND here, virtuous reader, doth it 


become me to relate, with the pen of 


an honeſt hiſtorian, the exploits of the 


nuns of Heidelberg, in defence of that 
ſweet liberty which all living creatures 


are ſolicitous to enjoy. 


I have already enumerated what force 
had been ſent againſt them. Zebediah, 


the ſacriſtan, was the firſt to deſcry the 


fugitives. Siſter Agnes and ſiſter Agatha 
were galloping threw a glen, when the 
former, looking behind, eſpied the ſa- 
criſtan laying ſpurs to his palfrey, in the 


hope and defire of overtaking them. 


« Siſter Agatha, ſiſter Agatha,” cried 


fair Agnes on a ſudden, ©& Zebediah the 
ſacriſtan is aſſuredly at our heels: holy 
Mary defend us from a ſecond and a 
K 3 _ worſe. 
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worſe captivity | So ſaying, ſhe whip- 
ped her palfrey n Vir: | 


© « Peace, peace,” replied” the more 
courageous Agatha, let the ſacriſtan 
approach; he ſhall find us no eaſy con- 
queſt, if you will bur imitate my exam- 
ple.“ She ſaid, and deſcended from 
her palfrey, as did likewiſe the re- ani- 
mated Agnes. Now the ſacriſtan was 
a perfon well ſtricken in years; inſo- 
much that, when he arrived where the 
damſels had diſmounted, and was placing 
Himſelf in a reputable poſture, to up- 
ö braid them for their ungodly deſertion 
of the Lady Abbeſs, they boldly and 
wantonly advanced upon him, and, 
having ſeized his beaſt by the bridle, 
Plucked from his leathern. girdle a 
roſury, the length of which was mar- 
vellous, and with it bound his nerveleſs 
a behind him; he E them, 
| fox 


= bi. 6-1] 
fox the fake of every ſaint in heaven, to 


abſtain from W N him any . 


But the ee no \ bead to bis. 
entreaty. And now, having ſhackled 
his arms, they tied the bridle of his 

palfrey to a branch of an oak tree, and 
dieparted exulting in their victory. The 
 difaſtrous Zebediah remained helpleſs 
and in bondage; and in this ſituation 
will we leave him, to the end that we | 
may record what other deeds were done 
by the invincible heroines. of Heidel- 


| King Richard and his companions, 
as we have already related, were diſ- 
perſed in divers regions of the foreſt. 
Nor was it long till Cæur- de- Lion, intent 
on giving comfort to the Abbeſs, and 
on doing the ſaints good ſervice, by 
recalling the fair fugitives to their duty, 
K 4 arrived 
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arrived at a verdant mead, where he 


| beheld, with amaze and ſorrow, the 


ſhort ſquire of Sir Rodolpho in the 


| midſt of certain veſtals, who were huſt- 


ling him without pity from one corner 

to the other, as it were even by way 
of paſtime. Whereupon the Royal 
Knight haſtened thither, and, elevating 
his voice, conjured them, for the love 
of the Virgin, to have compaſſion on 


that little {quire, who had not followed 


them from any diſcourteous or un- 
ſquirely inclination to pry into their 


merriment, but in obedience to the 
| command of his N 


N . ceaſed not to tor- 


ment that little ſquire; inſomuch that 
he roared aloud, until the woods and 


Hills reſounded. At length, two joyous 


veſtals, ſiſter Mary and ſiſter Magdelen, 
* of en if King Richard 
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were ſent againſt them, or only Fry . 
wandering. knight, whom benevolence 
and the laws of chivalry had excited to 
interpoſe in behalf of that maltreated 
perſon, made a ſignal to their com- 
panions to deſiſt, who thereupon ſet 
the ſquire at liberty. This done, the 
two damſels approached the King of 
England, when Magdalen, as ſpokeſ- 
woman, thus arrogantly queſtioned him: 
« And who is he, Sir Knight, that com- 
manded this filly ſquire to explore our 
footſteps in the receſſes of this wilder- 
neſs?” She ſaid; and the gallant Rich- 
ard, having intreated their attention, ad- 

dreſſed the whole aſſembly as follows: 

« Many others, ye daughters of ſanctity, 
now ſeek ye throughout this foreſt. I, 
for one, ye veſtals, was employed in the 
ſame ſearch; and moſt cordially do I 
rejoice to have. thus ſoon obtained a 
| * of ye. For I n from the 
g venerable 
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venerable Lady Abbeſs of Heidelberg, 
that ye have lately eloped from Religion, 
to which-ye are ſaid to be in ſome mea- 
fare eſpouſed. I beſeech ye then, daugh- 
ters of ſanctity, to conſider well the te- 
merity of the deed which ye have done, 
and of the deeds which, peradventure, ye 


intend to do. Very perilous is it, veſtals, 


for women of i your youthfulneſs, and 


beauty, and particular attire, to he found 


wandering in the woods, or in any place 
whatever. Return, daughters of ſanctity, 


| | return to your affectionate and afflicted 
directreſs, who now fits bewailing your 
condition in this- thorny and deceitful 


life, and your forfeiture of the favour of 
the blefſed. And here, miſguided vir- 
gins, let me afk ye, what courſe ye have 
it in contemplation to purſue? If ye 
mean to live as ladies-errant in the 
woods and on the mountains, in what 
manner, 1 pray, are ye to provide your- 

nat. | ſelves 
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ſelves with ſuſtenance? Ye cannot hunt, 
fince ye are deſtitute of weapons that 
are neceſſary for the chaſe, Ye cannot 
here have bread, nor cheeſe, nor milk ; 
for how fhould ye obtain them in the 
unpeopled wilderneſs? Berries haply 
ye may procure, and with them preſent 
a ſcanty. and precarious fupply to the 
neceſſities of nature ; of nature rendered 
the more craving and infatiable by the 
rigours of the elements, and by the toil- 
ſome exerciſe which will be inſeparable 
from your condition. Thus will ye at 
length become an emaciated, feeble, ca- 
daverous aſſembly ; diſcontented, re- 
morſeful, regretting the paſt, and. af- 
| gh cog at the future. 


7 


« To rob, ye are unable, and, I hope 
too, diſinelined. The other diſaſters 
which are incident to your ſex, in regions 25 
ſo barbarous and unprotected, I forbear 
. 
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to enumerate ; well knowing that ye 
Cannot but be already apprized of them. 
Compare, then, this miſerable and alarm- 
ing mode of life with that, inconſiderate 


virgins, which ye ſo raſhly have deſerted. 


Compare, I fay, the damp and inſalu- 


brious caverns, in which it is moſt likely 


ye muſt take up your abode, to the 


comfortable dormitories of a well-built 
abbey, where ye are expoſed neither to 
the vapours of a malignant atmaſphere, 
Nor to' the midnight invaſion of the 


 Tavifher {Here the ſiſterhood laughed 
very heartily]. Compare (and may the 
Saints above inſpire. you with the incli- 


nation), compare, deluded virgins, the 


raw roots, the cold berries, the wild and 
unſavoury herbs, which ye muſt feed on 


in the deſert, to the regular, never-fail- 


ing, nouriſhing, cheering, and palatable 


repaſts, which are diurnally prepared for 
2 in the kitchen and the refectory. 
8 Compare 
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Compare, I ſay again, the caves, the 
ditches, the bleak, windy, briary, rugged, 
ſavage ſituations, in which you will have 
to kneel, and chaunt your hymns, and 
make your oriſons, with the coſtly, re- 
verend, and awful fanes, where hitherto 
ye have been accuſtomed to adore the 
Powers of Heaven. No cuſhion to re- 
poſe your wearied knees; no ſtall to ſit 
in, and meditate; no verger to march 
before ye; no choriſters to aid your 
pfſalmody; no organs to elevate your 
ſouls, and attune them to celeſtial ſenſa- 
tions. Add to this, the diſcord which 
muſt inevitably prevail in a ſociety with- 
out rules or government, without the 
motherly ſuperintendance of ſome vene- 
rable virgin, whoſe dominion, I allow, 
is abſolute, . but whoſe wifdom, and vir- 
tue, and holineſs, are a pledge for the 
-juſt and clement exerciſe of that un- 
-limited authority. Thus, daughters of 
ſanctity, 
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fantiry, have I diſplayed vali your | 
eyes (and holy Mary grant I may have 
done it very effectually l) the dangers of 
the deſert, and the comforts of the cloiſ- 
ter: for I have reaſoned on the ſuppo- 
ſition that ye were about to enter upon 
4 wandering life, through regions yet 
uncivilized, and to abſcond from the ob- 
n of ſociety: 


8 Bur if, veltals, on the contrary, ye 
indulge the deſire of repairing to the 
caſtles of your kindred, and of mixing 
amongſt men, as if ye were yet num- 
bered with the laity, I would ſummon 
to your recollection, that, in that ſtate 
alſo, there are obſtructions undeniable, 
and which cannot be done away. For, 
admit, daughters of ſanctity, that ye 
were this moment returned to the habi- 
tations of your progenitors, what aſto- 
niſhment, What indignation, what con- 

Kee . | fuſion, 
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fuGory, what apprehenſion, would i it not 


create ſuddenly in your reſpective fami- 


lies, to ſee thoſe whom they had con- 


ſidered as for ever incloſed within the 


hallowed precincts of a cloiſter, now at 


large, and diveſted of their ſanctimonious 


character! Methinks I hear ſome father 
__exclaim, Is this Agnes, whom I dedi- 
cated to Heaven at the altar? The very 


children in the market- place would hoot 
ye as ye paſſed, and cry, There goes the 
fugitive Carmelite. Nor imagine that 

your conditign would undergo a lucky 


change by your migration to the man- 
ions of your kindred. Far from being 


rejoiced to behold ye, far from running 
eagerly to claſp ye in their arms, your 


brethren and your fiſters, nay, even your 


remoteſt couſins, would but view ye with 
_ averſion, and conſider ye as intruders 


into that power, or thoſe poſſeſſions, 
which -they long have expected to in- 


herit. 
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aol bor e bet een locked unn 
as dead to this world, and to all things 


that are in it: ye would be to your 
kinsfolk as the ghoſts of their departed 
forefathers, who would have. pleaſed 
them a great deal better by continuing 
in their graves. What, therefore, O ye 
veſtals, would be the iſſue of your revo- 


lution? Inſtead of that ſweet liberty 
which ye fondly hoped to enjoy, ye 


would be immured in garrets, and in 
cloſets ' (I will not ſay in dungeons), 


locked up from all intercourſe with hu- 
man kind, excepting ſome crabbed bel- 
dame, employed by your perſecutors to 
bring ye your bread and water. I be- 
lie ve, veſtals, it is unneceſſary to obſerve, 
that, compared with ſuch a condition, a 
cloiſter would be Paradiſe. 


As to any hopes of altering your 
maden 27406 by entering into connubial 
. * 
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engagements, that, daughters of ſanctity, 


1 aver to be impoſſible. Ve are already 
. the ſpouſes of Chriſt. But, admitting 
that this inſuperable bar had no exiſtence, 
the mode of your education, and the 
cuſtoms of the cloiſter, have fo moulded 
and ſtamped your diſpoſitions as women, 
that ye are now in no wiſe eligible for 
the duties of the married ſtate. A rene- 
gado nun will ever make an awkward 
wife. Moreover, veſtals (and it is with | 
much tenderneſs, indeed reluctance, that 
I mention it), ſome amongſt ye, 1 ap- 
prehend, are already paſt thoſe bounds 
where the bloom and the attractiveneſs 
of woman terminate [Here ſeveral of 
the ſiſterhood ſhewed ſymptoms of diſ- 
pleaſure]. I would not, I vow to Ni- 
cholas, have entered upon this topic, 
were it not for i its tendency to invigorate 
my argument. With relation to that 
other reſource, which is' ſo frequ ently 

vor. I. 5 


dor ye in civil ſaciety, than to drag on 
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ang ſueceſsfully recurred to, chat is. to 
: u the, compenſating by an, opulent 
dowry for the abſence of youth, or 
Gt bons, which, had ye. not. aſſumed the 
Weg l, would naturally and. equitably have 


never, never mare will it return. 
virgins, I can fee no other proſpect 


els, huſband- 


L 

a in which ye have waſted: your youth and 
beauty, to relinquiſn the profane notion 
either of rambling through' the woods; 
or of re- appearing in fociety, unfent for, 
undefired; and to return with diligence, 
and with contrition, to thoſt altars which 
ye have heedleſsly and irreverentiy de- 
ſerted. Is comfort your ain? where, 
better than in the cloifter, can ye find it > 
If glory and pre- eminenee be what: ye 
thirſt for, the cloiſter can heſto them; 
Reeollect, deluded 'veſtals; the many 
maidens of your vocation, who; by their 
ſingular devotion, their extraordinary 
auſterities, their unwearied and unſhake. 
able attachment to the altar, have them 
ſcended to the grave) been dignified 
with altars by the gratitude of poſterity; 
[By Saint Dominick, I have ye now; 


Bid the King of England to himſelf.] 
L 2 | Who 
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W can tell but ſome amongſt ye may 


hereaſter arrive, by à rigid and ſancti- 
monious behaviour, at the elevation of 


de ſaintſhip, at the addoration of human 


kind? Divine honours ſhall: be heaped 
upon ye; the beatified veſtal will be 
enrolled amongſt the bleſſed ; the reli- | 
gious of all ages, of both ſexes, and of 
all conditions, will crowd eagerly to her 
mhrine from every kingdom in Chriſten- 
dom. The poor will look-up to her for 
conſolation and for aid; the rich, for a 
cCiontinuance of their luxuries. Reflect, 
then, upon theſe matters, and be wiſe. 

Not to mention, that, while the name of 
| this now lint is thus exalted, while her 
memory is tranſmitted from generation 

to generation, her very countenance and 
figure ſhall'be eternized on earth ¶ Here ; 
the fiſterhosd redoubled their attention]; 
and that comelinefs, which adorned her 
when living, but which was 'veiled from 
© TS r the 


t 


the majority of mortals, ſhaped out in | 


wood, or in marble, or in plaſter of 
Paris ; and ſhall finally become the ob- 
ject of devouteſt veneration, and of en- 


thufiaſtic love. Conſider, then, of theſe 


matters, and be wiſe. Behold honour, 
worſhip, immortality, within your graſp: 
return ſtraitway to the cloiſter, and 


deſerve them. There a venerable, af- - 


fectionate, afflicted ſu perintendant, will 


receive ye with a metherly j joy; will de- 


light in ye, as her ſheep that had ſtrayed 


and were found; and will conſign your 
ee to e r e 


80 ſpake King Richard. The reſult 
of his oration ſhall be recorded in be 
next joe ap 3 
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De: EEP n for a ; while enſued. 
At length a murmur of ſatisfaction aroſe 
fram the virgin throng, whom King 
Richard, ſolicitous to ſecure: his victory, 
forthwith, invited to follow. him, and 
rejoin the Lady Abbeſs of Heidelberg, 
| Whereypon they repaired. to their pal 
freys, that were grazing, and, having 
mounted them, ſet forward; the King 
of England leading the way, and exult- 
ing in ſecret at the ſucceſs of his. ora- 
tory,. the ſole weapon he durſt have 
wielded in that memorable enterprize, 
The ſquire of Sir Rodolpho, now reco- 
vered from his tribulation, preſented 
himſelf in the rear of Fs extraordinary 
cavalcade, 1 — | 
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Through many a thicket, and many 
a marſh, did they proceed, diſcourſing, 
ever and anon, of the raſh project they had 
forſaken. And now, right before them, 
they deſcried a warrior, who proved, on 
a nearer approach, to be no other than 
Sir Rodolpho. King Richard, in a few 
words, informed him by vat means he 
| had prevailed on the nuns of Heidel- 
berg to abandon their wild intention: 
all which gave Sir Rodolpho inexpreſ- 
ſible delight; for he loved to relieve the 
| miſerable, as may already have been 
obſerved in the hiſtory which he related 
to the illuſtrious Cæur- de- Lion. Nor 
was it long, till, at the turning of 4 
devious alley, they were met by the min- 
ſtrel Fitzherbert, accompanied by tht 
choriſters and the warden of the buttery. 
Right joyful were theſe laſt tq behold © 
the fiſters once again, and congratulated 
17 % $1: neee the 
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The ſun had now Winde b his re- 
eee from the hemiſphere, and 
twilight, the herald of darkneſs, had 


ſueceeded to the day: each object ap- 
peared leſs diſtinct, and ſilence, cheer- 
leſs ſilence held dominion over the wil- 


derneſs. The apprehenſion of being 
eee ere they could join the Lady 


Abbeſs, incited the hungry travellers to 


redouble their exertions. But, as du- 
bious was the way, and the ground in 


many places unfaithful and infirm, ſome 
miſchance, ever and anon, interrupted 
their celerity. Now ſhrill exclamations 
from the female throng, gave notice 
that ſiſter Clara, or ſiſter Catherine, was 


miſſing ; again, that Adelaide was faſt 
among the brambles ; again, that Mar- | 
tha and Honoria were unable to travel 

| | | farther 3 


"TT: 3 
farther, and in tears of deep deſpon- 
dency lamented their condition. 


Amidſt this aggregation of ſorrows, 
the palfrey which carried the ſenior 
choriſter, on a ſudden ſtood ſtill, and, 


notwithſtanding the entreaties and the 
menaces of his rider, remained in the 


ſame poſture immovable. They could 
not leave the choriſter behind. Sir 
Rodolpho, therefore commanded his 
little ſquire to diſmount, and accom- 
modate the choriſter with his palfrey; 
adding, that he himſelf might ride be- 


fore one of the nuns, who would be 


contented with the crupper for the re- 
mainder of the journey. The ſquire 
without a murmur alighted: but fortune 
diſappointed the benignity of both; for 
no ſooner was the palfrey diſburdened, 
than he bounded through an opening in 
an adjoining thicket, and, aided by his 

ws | - heels, 
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heels, and. by the darkneſs, was quickly 
beyond the reach and the revenge of 
his purſuers ; for F itzherbert and ſome 
choriſters were endeavouring to -over- 
take him. | 6 


; 4 the attention of the two 
knights, and of the nuns, was attracted 
dy difmal accents, which, on liſtening, 
ey recollected to be thoſe of the little 
muire. The little quire, in attempting 
to dletain his departing palfrey, had un- 
_ wittingly advanced into the centre of a 
quagmire, where he ſunk, without delay, 
to the ſhoulders. As the twilight was 
darkening, apace, and the intervening 
branches excluded even the glimmering 
that remained, it was impoſſible to diſ- 
tinguiſh the ad ſquire, but by his voice, 
which uttered, ever and anon, the moſt 
een lamentations. 
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; Confuſion now reigned triumphant. 
The nuns wept and ſcolded; the King 
of England ſwore ; while the Knight of 
the Pitcher upbraided his little ſquire for 
having loſt the beſt of palfreys. Never- 
theleſs, it was reſolved that they ſhould 
extricate the ſquire, and proceed with- 
out the 'palfrey of the choriſter. For 
they deemed it the leſs evil to loſe the 
beaſt, than their way, and the chance 
of ſoon rejoining the 1 870 Abbeſs of 
ame 


Accordingly Sir Rodolpho rode ſtrait, 
way to the quagmire, in which ſtood his 


ſquire immerged, and, without profiting | 


by the recent misfortune, ſpurred his 
courſer ſo impatiently, that the noble 


animal plunged ſuddenly into the mo- 


raſs, where, in ſtruggling and fiounder- 


ing, he ſunk up. to his belly, without 


power to advance or retire, The miſe- 
| . ; 4 ries 
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Fies of this company were now aug- 
| mented.” Sir Rodolpho curſed his ſteed ; 
the mins ſobbed and croſſed themſelves; 
| King Richard ſhouted to Fitzherbert 


and the choriſters, who were now re- 
turning from their ineffectual chaſe, and 


bade them ftraitway ſtrike a light, that 
they might look for the Knight of the 


Pitcher. The minſtrel, who never tra- 
velled unprovided with a flint, ſoon 


obeyed the command of his Sovereign, 


and created ſuch a fire as illuminated 
the foreſt far round. Sir Rodolpho and 


his ſquire were diſcovered, and with 
difficulty draun to dry land. This 
effected,” Fitzherbert took the choriſter 
behind him, while Sir Rodolpho ad- 
mitted upon the crupper of his ſteed 
he pale and ſhivering ſquire, who in 


his heart curſed the hour he firſt beheld 
the duns of * 


L 17% I 
Fortunately, however, for | the tra- 
vellers, they were now near the ſpot 
where King Richard and Sir Rodolpho 
had parted from the Lady Abbeſs, and 
where ſhe had promiſed to await their 
return. They haſtened forward, there- 
fore, with their companions, a beſpat- 
tered, wearied, hungry cavalcade, and, 
at laſt, to the delight of all, perceived 
the good Lady Abbeſs, her uſher, and 
her dwarf, by the ſide of an aged elm, 
near which they had kindled a fire, as; 
well to protect them from the monſters 
of the deſert, - as to ſerve for a direction 
to King Richard and his company. 
The penetential ſiſters ſought ſorgive- 
neſs of their Superior, who with a vene- 
rable dignity reproved and pardoned. 
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quired a prompt relief. Nor knight, 
nor veſtal, nor ſquire, nor choriſter, 


had taken aught of fuſtenance that day; 
nor had the Lady Abbeſs herſelf, nor 
her uſher, nor her dwarf, either caten 


EP or drunk, from the departure of the 
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ſiſterhood; fo anxious,. ſo alllicted were 
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5 f . dwarf therefore, and the uſher, 


at the inſtigation of their lady, and with 
the aſſiſtance of the ſquire and the min- 
ſttrel, erected, firſtly, a capacious tent, 


which the Abbeſs had brought with her 


in her baggage; they then formed a 
| table of branches and dry ſods, and 


| having covered it with canvas, diſplayed 
| thereow' thoſe viands which had hitherto 


15 lain 


dJloſe of evening, and the effects of 
which were ſeen at a conſiderable di- 


RY, 
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lain dormant in the panniers of a ſump- 


ter-maule:; ſuch conveniences W ne- 


Meanwhile, the joy of the Lady Abbeſs 
Err was not a little increafed 


by the arrival of ſiſter Agnes and fiſter 


Agatha, who had originally ſtrayed in 2 

direction ſomewhat different from that 
which was adopted by the majority of 

the e. | | 


ates amt Hein they had 
wandered through the woods, uncertain 
what . courſe to purſue ; till at length 
the fires, which had been kindled at the 


ſtance, determined them to turn their 
palfreys to that quarter, expecting there 
to meet with the remainder of the fiſtes- 

hood. With reſpect to the unhappy 


lacriſtan, 
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| Lietiftan, 3 entertained no doubt thit 
he continued in the ſame Poſture in 


which they had confined him. Where 
upon the junior choriſters, all- weary as 
they were, were diſpatched by the Lady 
Abbeſs to give liberty to the ſa criſtan, 
who, i in truth, decrepit man, had proved 
he firſt 3 ſevereſt ſufferer. | END 
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ws WY Oy of the Wan was 


ſtill farther augmented, by the timely 


p retuxn of the other officers of her houſe- 


hold; to wit, the verger, the porter, 
and the warden of the buttery. On 
their way, theſe had met with the con- 
feflor, who had been pillaged and mal- 
treated by certain caitiffs of the foreſt, 
and who now preſented himſelf a woeful 
and wrathful figure to the abaſhed and 
affrighted ſiſterhood. A bitter penance 
was he joined them, and ; a double portion 
to 


Sas 
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to chi virgins who had — to 
the ſacriſtan. 


Juſtice * thus inflicted, and the 
whole company re- aſſembled, they en- 
livened their faint limbs with certain 
cordials of the Lady Abbeſs, which ſhe 
had providently ſtowed in the panniers 
of the ſumpter-mule : after which, they 
ſeated themſelves at their ruſtic table, a 
numerous and motley crew, and there 
ſoothed the rage of hunger with various 
and delicious meats, that might have 
vied in their abundance, and in their 
| exquiſite flavour, with the banquets of 
barons and princes. Now Mirth re- 
aſſumed her empire: now pleaſing con- 
verſation and beverage went round. The 
Lady Abbeſs forgot her cares, the nuns. 
their folly, the reſt their loſſes, their 
bruiſes, their fatigues. May the miſe- 
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ries of Hanan kind ever experience the 


like happy concluſion ! 


5 The 7 8 being at length removed, 


and the ſquire of Sir Rodolpho, with 
the domeſtics of the convent, retired to 
an outer tent, to appeaſe their impatient 
| appetites with the reſidue of the banquet, 
King Richard thus addreſſed the Lady 
2 Abbeſs A Moſt exceedingly do I mar- 
vel, reverend and diſcreet lady, at the 
vigour and intrepidity with which, at 


your advanced years, you have def] piſed 


the toils and perils of this migration. 


A vigilant and able ſhepherdeſs, you 


have conducted your tender flock in 


queſt of remote paſtures: you go, like 


another Dido, to found an empire in a 
ſtrange land, and to render your name 


adorable in Bohemia, as in Heidelberg. 
Nevertheleſs, reſpected lady, I am at a 


' Joſs to vin, why one poſſeſſing ſuch 


all 
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an operative and heroic mind (and what 
muſt it have been, before time had ſet 
his ſeal upon your head ?) ſhould have 
preferred the repoſe and obſcurity of a 
convent, to the energy and luſtre of a 
temporal ſituation. Not but that, as I 
obſerved to theſe fair veſtals in the 
foreſt, even the cloiſter hath its allure- 
ments for the enterpriſing heart, its 
career of ſolemn glory that muſt termi- 
nate in immortality. Yet ſtill, moſt 
reverend lady, there are virtues of a 
certain hue which nature ſeems to have 
faſhioned for a certain end, and the 
world ſuſtains a damage when ſuch vir- 
tues are withdrawn from it. 


So ſpake the princely Czur-de-Lion. 
What followed ſhall be related in the 
enſuing chapter. 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 


